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India showing steady progress in reducing
child deaths amid slowing global gains: report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

An estimated 4.9 million
children died before their
fifth birthday in 2024
worldwide, including 2.3
million newborns, accord-
ing to the latest estimates
released by a UN report on
child mortality. The re-
port, released on Wednes-
day, said that most of these
deaths were preventable
with proven, low-cost in-
terventions, and access to
quality healthcare.

The report titled “Levels
and Trends in Child Mor-
tality” added that under-
five deaths globally have
fallen by more than half
since 2000. However,
since 2015, this pace has
slowed by more than 60%.

However, India is
among the countries de-
monstrating steady pro-
gress in reducing child

mortality through sus-
tained public health ef-
forts. The latest United Na-
tions Inter-Agency Group
for Child Mortality Estima-
tion (UNIGME) Report,
2025 states that the status
of neonatal mortality rate
reduction in India has
shown progress.

The Union Health Minis-
try added that India, over
the past two decades, has
played a pivotal role in re-
ducing child mortality in
the South Asia region.

The Ministry, in its re-
lease, said that the Neona-
tal Mortality Rate (NMR)
recorded a decline since
1990. In 1990, India had an
NMR of 57 per 1,000 live
births, which fell to 17 in
2024.

Also, the Under-5 Mor-
tality Rate (USMR) wit-
nessed a sharp fall — in
1990, the USMR stood at
127 per 1,000 live births,

Under-5 deaths dropped from
127 per 1,000 live births in 1990
t0 27 in 2024.

while in 2024, it declined
to 27.

“This sharp reduction is
due to targeted public
health interventions, im-
proved institutional deliv-
ery systems, and expanded
immunisation coverage,”
the Ministry said.

The UN report found
that an estimated 2.1 mil-
lion children, adolescents,

and youth - in the age
group of 524 - died in
2024. Infectious diseases
and injuries remain lead-
ing causes among younger
children, while self-harm is
the leading cause among
girls aged 15 to 19, and road
traffic injuries among boys.
“This year’s report for
the first time estimates
deaths directly caused by
severe acute malnutrition.
It found more than
1,00,000 children aged 1I-
59 months - or 5% — died
from it in 2024. The toll is
far greater when indirect
effects are considered, as
malnutrition weakens chil-
dren’s immunity and in-
creases their risk of dying
from common childhood
diseases,” the report by
the UNIGME states.
Mortality data also fre-
quently fail to capture sev-
ere acute malnutrition as
an underlying cause of

death, suggesting the bur-
den is likely substantially
underestimated. Some of
the countries with the
highest numbers of direct
deaths from severe acute
malnutrition include Pakis-
tan, Somalia, and Sudan.

Newborn deaths ac-
count for nearly half of all
under-five deaths. Leading
causes of newborn deaths
were complications from
preterm birth (36%), and
complications during la-
bour and delivery (21%).

Beyond the first month,
infectious diseases, includ-
ing malaria, diarrhoea,
and pneumonia were ma-
jor killers. Malaria re-
mained the single largest
killer in this age group
(17%), with most deaths oc-
curring in endemic areas
of sub-Saharan Africa.

In 2024, sub-Saharan
Africa accounted for 58%
of all under-five deaths.

19Mar. India showing steady progress in reducing child deaths amid slowing
global gains: report
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e An estimated 4.9 million children died before their fifth birthday in 2024 worldwide,
including 2.3 million newborns, according to the latest estimates released by a UN report
on child mortality.
3T 4.9 fAferamt a= 2024 & 3ot uradt wrafiRg @ ugd W 7Y, 59H 2.3 fafer=
TauTd XA 8, T8 s Y AP Bt RUIE & S8R ¢ & 916 Fog &= TR SR 3

e The report, released on Wednesday, said that most of these deaths were preventable with
proven, low-cost interventions, and access to quality healthcare.
feare, S gyaR & oI g3, & FHe1 T 6 37 Aial B ¥ et Aepurd avg o, v wu
ARG a1 §¥aaY 3R IUraTYUl WA I@UTH &1 Ugd & 1Y |

e The report titled “Levels and Trends in Child Mortality” added that under-five deaths
globally have fallen by more than half since 2000.

“Levels and Trends in Child Mortality” e arent R § g +t w1 mar i 2000 T 3w
TR W UG AT A $H 39 & gt &) ?ial F 318 § oifie o Ht oS g

e However, since 2015, this pace has slowed by more than 60%.
gIdlifas, 2015 & 91G ¥, g T 60% ¥ 31fH firft g1 e B

¢ However, India is among the countries demonstrating steady progress in reducing child
mortality through sustained public health efforts.

BT, WIRd 3 S & AT § S AR HTdeT-e TRy YT & A1y J 919 Jog a8
F B § Il G@n <5 §

e The latest United Nations Inter-Agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UNIGME)
Report, 2025 states that the status of neonatal mortality rate reduction in India has shown
progress.

BTel b TGS MY SHeR-HRINTA ST o A 95 (UNIGME) FRaté, 2025 7 &1 711 fs
YRA § FaoiTd §og &2 & $H & AmHe § wria foars ¢ 7t 71
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The Union Health Ministry added that India, over the past two decades, has played a pivotal
role in reducing child mortality in the South Asia region.

Fg W HATAY A F71 6 YR 7 USd o e § gféror vl 83 8 a1d g o) o1
H | Agayu YT AuE B

The Ministry, in its release, said that the Neonatal Mortality Rate (NMR) recorded a decline

since 1990.

T A ST Refiet ® &gl fos AaeiTd 9eg &% (NMR) 1990 ¥ U< &1 |

In 1990, India had an NMR of 57 per 1,000 live births, which fell to 17 in 2024.

1990 H, YRd ! NMR 1,000 Siifda o= U= 57 of, St 2024 & g 17 B T8

Also, the Under-5 Mortality Rate (USMR) witnessed a sharp fall — in 1990, the USMR stood
at 127 per 1,000 live births, while in 2024, it declined to 27.

Y §T, U 9Td § $9 39 & F@l Bl Yo X (USMR) F ool fIRTae < 1§ — 1990 & USMR
1,000 Sifad 7491 WX 127 ff, & 2024 T I8 gehr 27 B TR |

“This sharp reduction is due to targeted public health interventions improved institutional
delivery systems, and expanded immunisation coverage,” the Ministry said.

AT = Hel, “Ug ol ARTae dfdrd Ardeif~e WA g8, S5k JTfed UHa Yummedl, 3R
o HPTHIU Fa¥Sl & HFRUIZI”

The UN report found that an estimated 2.1 million children, adolescents, and youth —
the age group of 5-24 — died in 2024.

wyga 31y Ui & uran a1 b ergantd 2.1 faferas o=, freiR iR ga1 — U 524 ¥
d — 2024 T R I

Infectious diseases and injuries remain leading causes among younger children, while self-
harm is the leading cause among girls aged 15 to 19, and road traffic injuries among boys.
T T[T 3R 1E B Sl B T SR 94 gU §, T TS 15-19 T8 & asfbal o
U HRUTE, 3R ISP AT O¢ dh! H Ud SR

“This year’s report for the first time estimates deaths directly caused by severe acute
malnutrition.

g a9 o1 RO Ugeht IR R dig patwor § He g2 Adl &1 e T 7
It found more than 100,000 children aged 1-59 months — or 5% — died from it in 2024.
Y U T foh 1-59 HEIHT & 100,000 | SIS F=d — AT 5% — 2024 T SHH! ol I A

The toll is far greater when indirect effects are considered, as malnutrition weakens
children’s immunity and increases their risk of dying from common childhood diseases, the
report by the UNIGME states.

TS STE YHTE W faaR o5 sran 8, @ 98 WRem sl i gt 8, Fiifes uraur g Bt
TFARET B! HHR Bl ¢ 3R I JH- gau9 Pt SHHIRGY § 77 BT Gkl 9Tl g,
UNIGME &1 Ruié & sgT Tan 81

Mortality data also frequently fail to capture severe acute malnutrition as an underlying
cause of death, suggesting the burden is likely substantially underestimated.

g 31 SRR 1R Fig o &1 Jd & Jd HRU & ¥4 & Udhe- § fawd 38d €, oy
Yohd firerar ¢ b g Sigr Qyad: HTH! HH T T 8l

Some of the countries with the highest numbers of direct deaths from severe acute
malnutrition include Pakistan, Somalia, and Sudan.

5o o o TR g SO I yger Ha 31 WRe qad i § 3 b,
TaTferaT, 3R geT WHE B

Newborn deaths account for nearly half of all under-five deaths.

JauiTd g T U AT | U IY DI Tl BT RT3 T |

Leading causes of newborn deaths were complications from preterm birth (36%), and
complications during labour and delivery (21%).

FasTTd G & U HRUN ¥ S-[THIRIS 7 (36%) ¥ Sfeadny, Sik aHa 3R faavor (219%) &
GRM Sfeaan|
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India’s future demographic challenges
ViQB

new report by the
International Institute
of Migration and
Development and the
Population Foundation of India
titled ‘Unravelling India’s
Demographic Future: Population
Projections for States and Union
Territories, 2021-2051°,
underscores the demographic
risks that are beginning to surface
nationwide. India’s population is
projected to increase from 1,355.8
million in 2021 to 1,590.1 million in
2051, with an average annual
increase of 0.5%, suggesting a
prolonged period of slower
population expansion. These
figures fall below earlier estimates,
strengthening the case that India
is unlikely to face the threat of
population explosion that once
dominated political and academic
debates. These projections point
to a turning point, where India is
poised to move beyond a
youth-led, fast-expanding
population into an era of a more
urban, steadily ageing, and
balanced demographic structure.

A problem for schools

The projections point out that the
pre-primary school-going
population (0-4 years) is expected
to dwindle from 113.5 million in
2021 to 8.6 million by the middle
of this century. Since most regions
in the country are now close to
universal primary school
enrolments, the demand for new
schooling facilities could ease out,
especially in the government
sector. A sustained drop in fertility
could leave the country with an
escalating number of ‘uneconomic
schools’ (schools with lesser
enrolment rates that cannot justify
their economic costs), raising the
threat of teachers losing their jobs,
atrend that the State of Kerala has
seen play out for more than three
decades.

Evidence from different parts of
the country suggests that declining
fertility rates have already started
influencing schooling
requirements, with classrooms
adjusting to smaller cohorts. Data
from the Unified District

19Mar. India’s future de

YRd &t Hiasg &t
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The growing
elderly
population is set
to exert
increasing
pressure on
healthcare and
social security,
thereby putting
a strain on the
state’s finances

Information System for Education
and the Ministry of Education
highlights a significant reduction
in the number of government
schools over the last decade, with
schools dropping from 11.07 lakh
in 2014-15 to 10.18 lakh in 2023-24,
amounting to a reduction of close
to 90,000 schools across the
country. This decline has been
accompanied by a sharp increase
in private schools; their numbers
grew from 2.88 lakh to 3.31 lakh
over the same period, an increase
of 43,000 schools.

While falling birth rates have
led to a reduction in enrolments
and closure of government
schools, smaller families and
improved capacity to afford
education have propelled the
demand for private schools. Many
parents choose private schools in
the hope of giving their wards the
education they never had in life,
nudged by social pressure and a
common perception that
government schools generally fall
short on quality compared to
private schools.

Greying population
As the demographic dividend
largely depends on the working
age population (15-59), a relatively
higher proportion of this specific
group can lead to faster economic
growth, a dynamic evident in the
development phases of several
countries, including China, Japan,
and South Korea. India has one of
the world’s largest workforces,
rising from 833.8 million (65.2%)
in 2021 to a projected peak level of
1,009.0 million (65.5%) in 2041,
before declining to 998.1 million
(62.8%) by 2051. There is an
impending concern that the
demographic dividend window
will close after 2041, highlighting
the urgency of leveraging it before
its contribution to economic
growth starts to diminish.
Nevertheless, close to six out of
every 10 persons in the country
are expected to be part of the
workforce by 2051, which is an
encouraging sign.

However, India’s population is
ageing. In 2021, India’s elderly

mographic challenges

population (60+) stood at 130.5

million or 9.62% of the population.

By 2051, this number is projected
to touch 325.3 million (20.5%),
highlighting that there will be a
profound increment in the ageing
population. The median age, a
measure that splits the population
evenly by age, is projected to
climb from 28 years in 2021 to 40
by 2051, signalling India’s shift
towards a more advanced stage of
demographic transition. The
growing elderly population is set
to exert increasing pressure on
healthcare and social security,
thereby putting a strain on the
state’s finances.

Policy signals
The declining child population is
expected to offer a better
teacher-pupil ratio and expand
infrastructural facilities in schools.
Further, declining birth rates
reduce demand for maternity
care, allowing the healthcare
system to rationalise the use of
resources and offer better quality
care. Though fertility levels have
been falling, continued
investments are required for
family planning and to prevent
unintended pregnancies, as well
as reduce infertility and ensure
the reproductive rights of women.
India needs to overhaul its
education and skill development
system to cope with modern-day
challenges. It should also equip
the younger generation to seize
new opportunities before our
demographic leverage disappears
in the coming decades. The
decline in the working-age
population can be offset by
bringing in more women to formal
work (gender dividend) and by
expanding access to better-quality
employment. With the rapid
growth of the elderly population,
India’s financial and healthcare
systems, especially geriatric care,
must be redesigned to support the
growing needs of elderly citizens.
At the same time, this creates a
strong potential for a thriving
silver economy, and could help in
unlocking a second demographic
dividend in the future.

e A new report by the International Institute of Migration and Development and the
Population Foundation of India titled ‘Unravelling India’s Demographic Future: Population
Projections for States and Union Territories, 2021-2051’, underscores the demographic risks
that are beginning to surface nationwide.

SRR FarR 3R AT HRITT SR HRA SRS BISSA &1 78 RUIE ‘Unravelling
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India’s Demographic Future: Population Projections for States and Union Territories, 2021-
2051’ CRIHR | IHRA SIS SH@HT Bl TWifhd Hcll 5

India’s population is projected to increase from 1,355.8 million in 2021 to 1,590.1 million in
2051, with an average annual increase of 0.5%, suggesting a prolonged period of slower
population expansion.

YR B ST 2021 ® 1,355.8 FAferas & gg®v 2051 A 1,590.1 Fferas g9 &1 srgaM B,
fored sfira e g 0.59% g1l St efieft St afg ot delt sraf & g=ifan g1

These « gures fall below earlier estimates, strengthening the case that India is unlikely to face
the threat of population explosion.

Y oS UBA & SFAMI I HH ¢, oY U8 WY giaT 8 [ YRA B! e fawhie &1 \avT Tgt

g

These projections point to a turning point, where India is poised to move beyond a youth-led,
fast-expanding population into an era of a more urban, steadily ageing, and balanced
demographic structure.

Y SJHM T 95T B 3R Udhd Hd §, g1 HRd gaT SMUTRA df TS gf F S
g 31t WEd, g5 gid! 3R Agferd SRie I=T 31 3R 9 W R

A problem for schools

et & e Iw=n

The projections point out that the pre-primary school-going population (0-4 years) is
expected to dwindle from 113.5 million in 2021 to 8.6 million by the middle of this century.
ST & TR W-UTsHS 3Rg & (0-4 aw) BT SeAm 2021 | 113.5 fafera S gewr 59
|G & 7Y a® 8.6 FAfera= 35 Swh |

Since most regions are now close to universal primary school enrolments, the demand for
new schooling facilities could ease out.

i siftraier et & wrufires faemeal § @yt ardvifie arie 8, sfor A faemerdt o
TN HH 81 Gl g

A sustained drop in fertility could lead to an increase in ‘uneconomic schools’, raising the
threat of teachers losing their jobs.

TS &R B AR fiRTae & e faemeay o I 9¢ 9o &, o et at
MNHRYT T BT TR TS|

This trend has been observed in Kerala for more than three decades.

Tg Ugil $ed | o9 gxrel | it IHy d T W W 2

Evidence from different parts of the country suggests that declining fertility rates have already
started influencing schooling requirements.

T P fAftre el @ i ywnor sara € b et UsiaH &3 3 e &t srawgsdrsit &) uuifad

HAT L IR AT
Classrooms are adjusting to smaller cohorts.
HETT B TYEI b IR JARNNIG &1 3T &

Data from the Unie ed District Information System for Education and the Ministry of

Education highlights a reduction in government schools.

g foram Rigm Gum yumedt 3R Rien wamerd & siws WeR! fagmedt & St fewm g1

The number of government schools dropped from 11.07 lakh in 2014-15 to 10.18 lakh in

2023-24, a reduction of 90,000 schools.

WHR! [qTTedl 1 T 2014-15 H 11.07 AR & TeH 2023-24 H 10.18 AT Bl 7T, I

90,000 faeTeral &t @+t |

At the same time, private schools increased from 2.88 lakh to 3.31 lakh, an increase of

43,000 schools.

?qsgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁm 2.88 9RG ¥ 9¢P< 3.31 WG & T3, It 43,000 faemeray
I

Falling birth rates have led to reduced enrolments and closure of government schools.

I X # fiRTae ¥ FHidT HH gof 3R WK fagne s gul
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Smaller families and improved capacity to a ord education have increased demand for
private schools.

B URaR 3R el 987 T BT 4 I I Feht faemeat ot w3

Many parents choose private schools due to social pressure and perception of better
quality.

H3 MYYTTS IS a1d 3R Sgar UIawl Bt YRUM & HRUT ol fFamer gd g1

Greying population

qs

SIS

As the demographic dividend largely depends on the working age population (15-59), a
relatively higher proportion of this specie ¢ group can lead to faster economic growth, a
dynamic evident in the development phases of several countries, including China, Japan,
and South Korea.

TR AU Read: SriRie 3y @it (15-59) WR AR FHRdT €, 59 THg &1 3ifid
U o e gieg @ Tavan 8, S fos 191, wITaTe 3R & faror wifvar & fawry & <ar |
India has one of the world’s largest workforces, rising from 833.8 million (65.2%) in 2021 to a
projected peak level of 1,009.0 million (65.5%) in 2041, before declining to 998.1 million
(62.8%) by 2051.

HRA & U 73y &1 ga8 91 wrfiiad # 9 U §, 5 2021 | 833.8 FATRIH (65.29%) @ sga
2041 | 1,009.0 fAfera= (65.5%) & I=aH WX d® Ugd, fh 2051 @@ 998.1 fafera=

(62.8%) Bl ST |

There is an impending concern that the demographic dividend window will close after
2041, highlighting the urgency of leveraging it before its contribution to economic growth
starts to diminish.

Tg fid & fo STt arui=r &1 3af¥ 2041 F 1¢ TATE g1 AT, SHIMTY SHHT ATy
T XGd IS aIF g |

Nevertheless, close to six out of every 10 persons in the country are expected to be part of
the workforce by 2051, which is an encouraging sign.

R 1t 2051 9P &R 10 T A TIYI 6 AT HRITA HT fFRT 817, S THRIAS o 8|
However, India’s population is ageing.

T YRA F SRS 3 81 XeT 8|

In 2021, India’s elderly population (60+) stood at 130.5 million (9.62%).

2021 H HRA P! g S-GEAT (60 T | 31f¥Ip) 130.5 R (9.62%) |

By 2051, this number is projected to touch 325.3 million (20.5%), highlighting a significant
increase.

2051 d% T8 AT 325.3 faferad (20.5%) 81 oo, ot 9t gfs ewid g1

The median age is projected to climb from 28 years in 2021 to 40 by 2051, signalling
demographic transition.

gT‘aNrrgzozlﬁzsﬁﬁamzomwmaﬁﬁwﬁ,ﬁﬁwmuﬁaﬁﬂwm
|

The growing elderly population will exert pressure on healthcare and social security, putting
strain on state finances.

ﬁwaﬂwwﬁmﬁ@vwﬁwwwmmm,mwmmm
=TT |

Policy signals

The declining child population is expected to o er a better teacher-pupil ratio and expand
infrastructural facilities.

gedt STa e § fRI&®-8T SuTd 98aR 81 3R YR gid &1 faxdR gl
Declining birth rates reduce demand for maternity care, allowing better use of healthcare
resources.

T R | S ¥ A S@YUTA &1 AT g, forad Iu1e1 o1 dgark SUAIT I4d g
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Continued investments are required for family planning, preventing unintended pregnancies,
reducing infertility, and ensuring reproductive rights of women.

gRaR e, srarg THUR & AU, Sigos § St SR Afgarst & uoe SfieR
AT & & forg fawr smaxae g

India needs to overhaul its education and skill development system to meet modern
challenges.

YR B YIS Tl & g st fRiem iR Sz fapry gomrelt # uR =1 ghm |

The younger generation must be equipped to seize opportunities before demographic
advantage declines.

a1 Uil B! ARl BT AH oM & U TR HRAT SHTIRIS ©, TIY Ugd fob SHuiReIdhIg ary
$H gl oy

The decline in working-age population can be oe set by increasing women participation in
formal work (gender dividend) and better employment access.

FHrfefhta omg vt o FHt ! wigarst #t urfie™ gerer (@fe aryimn iR SgR AR J
Tgferd foan o g g

With rapid growth of elderly population, financial and healthcare systems, especially
geriatric care, must be redesigned.

I SR B a 3 & a1 fawii ofiR TRy yorrelt, faRivaR geg S@HTd, &1 THifed
&A1 BT

At the same time, this creates potential for a silver economy and a possible second
demographic dividend.

1Y 8 78 Riear srforawt iR YWIfdd gk iy d amdi=T & SawR ot 9eT dxar g |
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How is the government proposing to alter the definition of ‘transgender person’? What is the right to self-perceived gender identity? What does the new Bill

propose on gender certification and SRS? Why are transgender communities opposing the amendments?

EXPLAINER
Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
welve years after the Supreme
Court recognised the
transgender identity and held
that “self-determination of
gender is an integral part of personal
autonomy and self-expression”, falling
within the realm of personal liberty
guaranteed by the Constitution of India,
the Union government on March 13
introduced a Bill in the Lok Sabha to take
away transgender people’s “right to
self-perceived gender identity” and
redefine a “transgender person” by
proposing amendments to the
‘Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019. Transgender
community leaders, activists, and people
across the country reacted with shock,
arguing that the amendments go against
the fundamental principles underlying
their long struggle for recognition.

‘What are the changes being brought
about?

‘The key changes being proposed have to
do with the definition of a “transgender
person” and the expansion of the section
on offences against transgender people
and punishments for them.

In the amendment Bill, the Centre has
«called for the omission of sub-section (2)
of Section 4 of the Act, which says: “A
person recognised as transgender under
sub-section (1) shall have a right to
self-perceived gender identity.”

In addition to this, a new definition of
‘transgender person’ is proposed. It
describes them as people “having such
socio-cultural identities as kinner, hijra,
aravani, and jogta, or eunuch”, people
with intersex variations, and people who
have “congenital variations” in “male or
female development” in their “primary
sexual characteristics, external genitalia,
chromosomal patterns, gonadal
development, endogenous hormone
production or response or such other
medical conditions”.

The definition also includes any person
or child who has been “compelled to
assume, adopt, or outwardly present a
transgender identity, by mutilation,
‘emasculation, castration, amputation, or
any surgical, chemical, or hormonal
procedure or otherwise”. However, it
adds that this definition shall not include
“persons with different sexual
orientations and self-perceived sexual
identities”.

Compared to this definition, the Act
currently defines transgender person as
someone “whose gender does not match
‘with the gender assigned at birth and
includes trans men and trans women
(whether or not such person has
undergone Sex Reassignment Surgery
(SRS) or hormone therapy or laser
therapy or such other therapy), person
with intersex variations, genderqueer and
person having such socio-cultural
identities as kinner, hijra, aravani and
jogta”

Further, a specific definition for
“people with intersex variations” has also
been proposed to be omitted.

Apart from these, the Bill suggests
introducing the terminology for
“authority”, defining it as “a medical
board, headed by a Chief Medical Officer
or a Deputy Chief Medical Officer, as may
be appointed by the Central government,
State government or Union territory
Administration”.

Another key amendment is on the
issuance of transgender certificates. While
the law currently mandates the District
Magistrate to issue a certificate based on a
self-declared affidavit and without

Activists and members of the community during a demonstration against the Bill on Wednesday. AF¢

physical or medical examination, the
proposed amendment requires the
District Magistrate to “examine the
recommendation of the authority”, and
decide, if deemed necessary or desirable,
and after consulting other medical
experts, before issuing the certificate.

A new section has also been proposed,
which confers the right of transgender
people to have their first names changed
in birth certificates and other
identification documents, with the caveat
that the person should be a “transgender
person” under the revised definition.

The Bill also mandates that individuals
apply for a revised gender certificate after
undergoing SRS, as opposed to the
current law, which leaves this to the
individual.

Additionally, medical institutions
performing SRS would be required to
furnish details of such procedures to the
District Magistrate.

The Bill also significantly expands
provisions relating to offences and
penalties, introducing graded
punishments, including rigorous
imprisonment up to life and fines of up to
5 lakh, for crimes against transgender
persons and children.

However, it remains to be seen what
further changes could come through in
the form of Rules, if this amendment Bill
is passed by Parliament.

How did the amendment Bill come
about?

Union Social Justice Minister Virendra
Kumar introduced the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights)
Amendment Bill, 2026, in Lok Sabha on
March 13. Days earlier, media reports
cited that the Union Cabinet had
approved amendments to the 2019 Act,
though details were not disclosed. It
remains unclear how long the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment and the

Centre had been preparing these changes.

Transgender activists, including Tamil
Nadu-based Grace Banu, who had been
central to the drafting of the 2019 Act,
told The Hindu that the amendments
seem to have been brought in without
consultation with the community. Several
leaders and members have described
their initial reaction as one of “shock”,
calling the changes “sudden”.

Interestingly, just hours before the Bill
was introduced, the Ministry had posted
on X, promoting the 2019 version of the
Act and advertising the fact that this Act
allowed the right to self-perceived gender
identity as a key feature.

A few days back, on March 4, the
Ministry had posted, “The Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019,
safeguards the rights and dignity of
transgender persons.”

In February, the National Council for
Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) informed the Supreme Court
that it had developed teacher training
modules to build sensitivity towards
transgender issues.

It substantiated this by saying that the
2024 module specifically spoke of the
difference between gender and sexuality
and discussed the idea that sex identity
ascribed at birth may be at odds with a
person’s perceived sex identity at a later
stage. The NCERT added that it had been
conducting capacity building and training
programmes based on similar modules till
as late as November 2025, with more
planned this year.

‘Why is there a concern?

A primary concern raised by the
transgender community is the omission
of the right to self-perceived gender
identity, followed by the new definition,
which appears to contradict the
principles laid down in the landmark 2014
NALSA judgment recognising the right to
self-determination of gender.

Ms. Banu said, “there is an issue that
the government seems to be including
only those in the definition of transgender
who may have been accommodated in
Hindutva’s history and is using terms that
indicate Hindutva’s accommodation of
transgender identity like ‘hijra, kinner,
aravani, etc.” And there seems to be some
sort of refusal to use respectful terms that
have evolved for transgender people in
other parts of the country, like in Tamil
Nadu, where there is now a vocabulary of
thirunagai and thirunambi.”

Dr. Agsa Shaikh has raised the issue of
transgender people across the country
having to now deal with the existential
question of whether they continue to
remain transgender as per the proposed
new definition, while another Delhi-based
transwoman spoke of concerns that this
might create divides within the
community about who has legitimacy to
use the transgender identity.

‘What does the NALSA judgment say?
The landmark 2014 judgment in National
Legal Services Authority vs Union of India,
delivered by Justices K.S. Radhakrishnan
and A K. Sikri, remains central to India’s

understanding of gender identity.

‘When the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019, was
introduced, the Statement of Objects and
Reasons in it noted that it flowed from
this very judgment of the Supreme Court,
adding that one of the principal goals of
bringing this Bill was to “confer right
upon transgender persons to be
recognised as such, and a right to
self-perceived gender identity”.

In the judgment that notably

recognised a third gender beyond male
and female, and the fundamental right of
persons to self-determination of gender
identity, the court accepted the principle
that the concepts of gender and sexuality
are different and that gender identity is
on a spectrum.

The court said, “Gender identity is one
of the most fundamental aspects of life
which refers to a person’s intrinsic sense
of being male, female or transgender or
transsexual persons.”

The judgment explained that “a
person’s sex is usually assigned at birth,
but a relatively small group of persons
may be born with bodies which
incorporate both or certain aspects of
both male and female physiology. At
times, genital anatomy problems may
arise in certain persons and their innate
perception of themselves is not in
conformity with the sex assigned to them
at birth and may include pre and
post-operative transsexual persons and
also persons who do not choose to
undergo or do not have access to
operation and also includes persons who
cannot undergo successful operations.”

On sexual orientation, the court
defined it as an individual’s enduring
emotional, romantic, or physical
attraction to others.

Importantly, the court held that no
person should be forced to undergo
medical procedures — such as SRS,
sterilisation, or hormone therapy — asa
condition for legal recognition of their
gender identity.

It concluded that self-determination of
gender is integral to personal autonomy,
dignity, and freedom under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

Justice Sikri, in his judgment
concurring with Justice Radhakrishnan,
expanded on this, saying, “If democracy
is based on the recognition of the
individuality and dignity of man, as a
fortiori we have to recognise the right of a
human being to choose his sex/gender
identity which is integral to his/her
personality and is one of the most basic
aspects of self-determination, dignity and
freedom.”

What is the government’s reasoning?
In the Statement of Objects and Reasons,
the government said that since the 2019
Act was enacted, “certain doubts and
difficulties” have arisen in implementing
it with regard to the “definition of
transgender persons and how the
identification of such persons is to be
done”.

It noted that the existing definition of
“transgender person” was “vague”,
arguing that this made it “impossible to
identify the genuine oppressed persons to
whom the benefits of the Act are intended
to reach”. It added that this existing
definition renders several provisions
“unworkable”, further saying that this
definition was “not compatible” with
several statutory provisions enacted by
both Parliament and State legislatures.

The government has argued that the
intent of the legislative policy was always
to “protect only those who face severe
social exclusion due to biological reasons”
for no fault or choice of their own. It went
on to say that the purpose of the
legislation was never to “protect each and
every class of persons with various gender
identities, self-perceived sex/gender
identities or gender fluidities”.

Noting these aspects, the government
argued for a “precise” definition of
transgender people, saying, “The
protection and benefits that are provided
under the Act are vast in nature, and
therefore, care has to be taken that such
identification cannot be extended on the
basis of any acquirable characteristics or
personal choice or claimed self-perceived
identity of an individual”

THE GIST

The Amendment Bill proposes
removing the ‘right to
self-perceived gender identity”
and introducing a new
definition of a ‘transgender
person’, focusing on
socio-cultural identities,
intersex variations, and
congenital conditions.

-

It introduces a medical
board-led certification process,
requires scrutiny by the District
Magistrate, mandates a revised
certificate after SRS, and
expands provisions on offences
and punishments.

-

Transgender activists argue the
changes contradict the NALSA
judgment on
self-determination of gender,
could exclude sections of the
community, and have been
brought without consultation.

19Mar. What is new in transgender rights Bill?

e JARPR fadas & w1 am 82

Transgender identity and proposed amendments
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Twelve years after the Supreme Court recognised the transgender identity and held that
“self-determination of gender is an integral part of personal autonomy and self-
expression”, falling within the realm of personal liberty guaranteed by the Constitution of
India, the Union government on March 13 introduced a Bill in the Lok Sabha to take away
transgender people’s “right to self-perceived gender identity” and rede(] ne a “transgender
person” by proposing amendments to the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act,
2019.

IRE aY 91¢ JF GHH HIC A TIoieR Ugd & 1=dT &t 3R &gl & “fefr 3t ere-frafzor
HfTITd W 3R SiTe-ifraafad &1 Sifira fwan 87, S URd & ™ gRT ved
AR WA & GRR H 1A &, H& IRHR A 13 A/ B ApaHT & Ta fadges U=t fan difes
TioieR ATl & “Xad Bt v uga & SRR & IuTd a1 o 9% 8k eiaeiex fad &
gﬂﬁ?{lﬂiﬁaﬁp‘mww S for giasier afdaal (SMfeeRl BT TRem) siffe, 2010 &
R TRTiad fhu Ta

Transgender community leaders, activists, and people across the country reacted with shock,
arguing that the amendments go against the fundamental principles underlying their long
struggle for recognition.

TR H ToIsR W™ & —idT, P! 3R AN W I8 7Y 3R 211 Pl [ T F=e 3%
TS oY & ga Rigidl & e gl

What are the changes being brought about?

T 9¢aTd fpu ST 38 82

The key changes being proposed have to do with the de( nition of a “transgerder person” and
the expansion of the section on o ences against transgender people and punishments for
them.

IRATTId R SeaTd giiolex fad Bt URHTNT 3R Siaeiex Al & Raars SfoRTel $iR 3
T <3 ¥ S8 Tyl & R I Gl g

In the amendment Bill, the Centre has called for the omission of sub-section (2) of Section 4
of the Act, which says: “A person recognised as transgender under sub-section (1) shall
have aright to self-perceived gender identity.”

Txied fadge | g 7 ARAATH Bt URT 4 B SUYRT (2) BT g &1 U a1 §, 597 @war
TIT §: “IUYRT (1) F d8d WS b U A AUl YTt Afe P W@y 31 o7 g &1
SfUsR ghmI”

In addition to this, a new del] nition of ‘transgender persa’ is proposed.

39 Sffafiad, TRivier afad Bt U I3 URHINT URATfad &1 78 g

It describes them as people “having such socio-cultural identities as kinner, hijra,
aravani, and jogta, or eunuch”, people with intersex variations, and people who have
“congenital variations” in “male or female development” in their “primary sexual
characteristics, external genitalia, chromosomal patterns, gonadal development,
endogenous hormone production or response or such other medical conditions”.

O 3% O Al o U | afvfd fean mar @ fomet «amanfore- g fas ugaH o feR,
feoTeT, SRTaTt 3R STET AT AYH®” B, SexAR FFdr ard @, 3R 3 anT R St
frgang” g “gew a1 ufgen ey §, 379% “urufires 919 d&on, arer S==i, oG e,
THed faer, siasia gsTHIA IaTe ar ufafsrar a1 eg Rt Rufaal o

The dee nition also includes any person or child who has been “compelled to assume,
adopt, or outwardly present a transgender identity, by mutilation, emasculation,
castration, amputation, or any surgical, chemical, or hormonal procedure or
otherwise”.

39 gy & T e a1 9= off 2 € fore “fapfa, aqaear, aftrameror, s fawder an
it =1, Wﬁﬁmmmmmwﬁﬁmﬁmwm$m
ToIgR foear mar g7 |

However, it adds that this dee nition shall not include “persons with dis erent sexual
orientations and self-perceived sexual identities”.

gIaTifer 399 ug it Sire1 T 8 b 39 ufvumer § «fi 9 srftifa=amr oik wad &Y 4 uga=
qrat afaa =mfire =gl g1 |
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Compared to this dee nition, the Act currently des nes transgender person as someone
“whose gender does not match with the gender assigned at birth and includes trans
men and trans women (whether or not such person has undergone Sex Reassignment
Surgery (SRS) or hormone therapy or laser therapy or such other therapy), person with
intersex variations, genderqueer and person having such socio-cultural identities as
kinner, hijra, aravani and jogta.”

s;rtrﬁ\flnmaﬂ o garAe HfAFTH giaciex afad o) 39 afad & = o gy &ar g
“ﬁmﬁmm%mﬁ%ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁqﬁmsﬁ?wﬁmmaﬁ?mm
@%wmﬁrﬁﬁmwﬁaﬁqaﬁﬁmaﬁqaﬁmﬁmﬂ%ﬂmmﬁ%wmﬁ
1 g, S Afad, Asfrar ol T @1 et arfore-wiepfas uga e

fesreT, sRTaT 3R STdT g1 Wity g

Further amendments and procedural changes

3T & "Ny 3R ufshareH® ufad

Further, a specie c de+ nition for “people with intersex variations” has also been proposed
to be omitted.

aﬁ%e«m, “Fe firaarsii ara e & fou Ue foRiy afkuren &1 ot gem &1 wara foean
el

Apart from these, the Bill suggests introducing the terminology for “authority”, dee ning it as
“a medical board, headed by a Chief Medical O« cer or a Deputy Chief Medical O- cer,
as may be appointed by the Central government, State government or Union territory
Administration”.

g 3fadl, fadged “uTfievor sarach B! Afiet B b1 Jid <o 3, O “vep fRifeen
ars, foraat sreaerar ge fafee siRerY a1 3u g fRifeen sifter #39), forg ¥
WPR, T WHR T Hg AT U= U= gIRT Fgad far o gaa1 @7 & wu &
gRTIYd fosam T g

Another key amendment is on the issuance of transgender certie cates.

TH 3 YW N graviex THTIT IR 634 § & |

While the law currently mandates the District Magistrate to issue a certie cate based on a
self-declared as davit and without physical or medical examination, the proposed
amendment requires the District Magistrate to “examine the recommendation of the
authority”, and decide, if deemed necessary or desirable, and after consulting other medical
experts, before issuing the certie cate.

el aaaE S forar aiRee &1 Wd 9iffd saw-m & SMYR W SR famr fah =mmiifes ar
Rifrcii s & JHTOTE SR 634 &1 R 3T 7, 98 vRatfad It forar aforee &
“giftreor o1 Rywifer &) i $a7 3R o fafere faiug @ Wt & a1 fofg a7 &t
HTTLH T Fardl ¢

A new section has also been proposed, which confers the right of transgender people to have
their « rst names changed in birth certie cates and other identie cation documents, with

the caveat that the person should be a “transgender person” under the revised de+ nition.

T 13 RT Ht TRaTfad &1 71 ], S gRgoiex ANl bl SR  WHTOTYS 3R 39 UG gardell A
ST YR ATH @ BT ARUPR 3ot 2, 39 T & 1Y 5 ey Aifia uRyTe ¥ dgd
TiIeis] aafed g1 =Rl

The Bill also mandates that individuals apply for a revised gender certie cate after
undergoing SRS, as opposed to the current law, which leaves this to the individual.

3t a5 1 sifard &=l § & fdd THeRTw & a1 Wi ff ywmores & firg smaes
P, S IaH BT 39 Afad & fadd W Biedl g

Additionally, medical institutions performing SRS would be required to furnish details of such
procedures to the District Magistrate.

P S, THIAHRTH B ardl Fafdsett TRl &1 Ui ufeharsil &1 faarur forar afsree o
ST 3MTa=TD T

The Bill also signie cantly expands provisions relating to oe ences and penalties, introducing
graded punishments, including rigorous imprisonment up to life and ¢ nes of up to ¥5
lakh, for crimes against transgender persons and children.
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fadu® srRTeN 3R <% ¥ Iefd Urayl &1 fawaR ol §, o it &8, sisiilas a3k
PRI 3R T5 ARG qP BT JAAT A 5

e However, it remains to be seen what further changes could come through in the form of
Rules, if this amendment Bill is passed by Parliament.
BTelifep, g a1 s1ep! @ b afe g Axie fadaes e grT uilkd € St @, o forawl & = u &
3R T SEATd 3T Fhd &

How did the amendment Bill come about?

My fAdus HI mar?

e Union Social Justice Minister Virendra Kumar introduced the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026, in Lok Sabha on March 13.

Sl arfores =g o dRE $HR ﬁmm(&mwmmwmﬁw
2026,a%13nﬁa%6ﬁwmﬁuaa%m|

o Days earlier, media reports cited that the Union Cabinet had approved amendments to the
2019 Act, though details were not disclosed.

%Tag%é,tﬁ%mmﬁﬁmwm%ﬁuﬁmﬁzolg Srfrfeaw o I=net &1
|

e It remains unclear how long the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and the
Centre had been preparing these changes.

gﬁgﬁ%%mmmmm@?%sﬁwﬁﬁaﬁmmﬁm
|

e Transgender activists, including Tamil Nadu-based Grace Banu, who had been central to the
drafting of the 2019 Act, told The Hindu that the amendments seem to have been brought in
without consultation with the community.

TS pridbarel, R A 91 2fia §, 3 Sar i 3 Iiies qqer ¥ W & =1 an
T el B B

e Several leaders and members have described their initial reaction as one of “shock”, calling
the changes “sudden”.
&3 arsft 3R Tgwit A 3ot ufaforan &Y “airara Sarr R gl $ “IaD” Bl

e Interestingly, just hours before the Bill was introduced, the Ministry had posted on X,
promoting the 2019 version of the Act and highlighting the right to self-perceived gender
identity as a key feature.
ferera a1d 78 & fob e 0w 8 ¥ oo U Ugd & HATerg 3 2019 Sif¥fRaw o) sgrar faan
3R vt @} T vgae & SifUreR & viga faRvar S|

o Afew days back, on March 4, the Ministry had posted, “The Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, safeguards the rights and dignity of transgender
persons.”
$ a1 Ugd, 4 ATd & HATC A URE o o, “giasie] afaadl (STUPRT BT W&
Siffam, 2019, Tiaeis? aafwral & RBRY 3R TRHT FI 38T HRAT B 17

e In February, the National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
informed the Supreme Court that it had developed teacher training modules to build
sensitivity towards transgender issues.

WA T, e srgerem iR wRremr aivvg 3 gufia HIE o) 9arn fr 399 giaeie
el & Ufd ™ & forg e ufraror Aisya fawRia fFu g

e It substantiated this by saying that the 2024 module specie cally spoke of the die erence
between gender and sexuality and discussed the idea that sex identity ascribed at birth
may be at odds with a person’s perceived sex identity at a later stage.

I I8 JaTd §U 39 gP o i 2024 Atege & vy =0 3 i ok difFear & oiw siar &
I B! TR 3R I8 faaR a1 T 7 o0 & aug Fuiia i vgam arg & afeq ot sgyg
R v A fira g1 It 21

e The NCERT added that it had been conducting capacity building and training
programmes based on similar modules till as late as November 2025, with more planned
this year.

TTE3RET 7 g ot weT b g erwwar futor 8AR ufieror srfeww 9 & Aisgd & SMUR W
TAER 2025 TP HTferd Bl 6T § AR 39 a¥ off iR HRIHH URdTad g |
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Why is there a concern?

R 7 82

e A primary concern raised by the transgender community is the omission of the right to self-
perceived gender identity, followed by the new dee nition, which appears to contradict the
principles laid down in the landmark 2014 NALSA judgment recognising the right to self-
determination of gender.

TGS YU gRI1 3oTE T g7 a1 wad $ R ugar & e R &) g 7, 3R 39®
TG =15 IRHT, St UfIgTRIS 2014 ATern fofa & wiftg fifr & smer-fulRor & siRerR &
Ryt & fausdta wdia gieht 81

e Ms. Banu said, “there is an issue that the government seems to be including only those in the
dee nition of transgender who may have been accommodated in Hindutva’s history and is
using terms that indicate Hindutva’s accommodation of transgender identity like ‘hijra,
kinner, aravani,’ etc.”

I I A e, U TR T8 ¢ [ WHR CIsiex bt URUTT B Had 3 Al &1 A Bt
fe@ 61 & fore ¥ shreT & I e § oK T edl T SUa 3R T E o) figed gw
TS ST UgHTH &) UG $1 &7 Wdhd od & oA FevreT, fFaR, sRmarr anfd1”

¢ And there seems to be some sort of refusal to use respectful terms that have evolved for
transgender people in other parts of the country, like in Tamil Nadu, where there is now a
vocabulary of thirunagai and thirunambi.”
3R T Uefid B § b 3 & o fewal o fawn R Twoe sal &7 Iuai A ¥t 393 R
forar o Xg1 8, o affiarg o ore TS SR Ut St wrsaractt 71

e Dr. Agsa Shaikh has raised the issue of transgender people across the country having to
now deal with the existential question of whether they continue to remain transgender as per
the proposed new dee nition, while another Delhi-based transwoman spoke of concerns that
this might create divides within the community about who has legitimacy to use the
transgender identity.

ST, 3T G A I8 eI ISMT fb SRR & ol AR bl 31d 39 ST Td U ¥ ST UeT

%wémﬁmﬁu&w% TR TIIolex o+ X1, Safdh faeell Pt U ¢ Afgan A feiar

%ﬁ%ﬁ?mwﬁwﬁwﬁaﬁwé%mwwmﬂWW BR
[

What does the NALSA judgment say?
AT fofa wan wgar 82

e The landmark 2014 judgment in National Legal Services Authority vs Union of India,
delivered by Justices K.S. Radhakrishnan and A.K. Sikri, remains central to India’s
understanding of gender identity.

UfagTRIa 2014 i Axma e afdasr sruiidt a9 wRa @, f59 <agfd & e,
AP R TH. Ryt 3 fear 1, yRa & ot v &) 90 &1 &g 971 gan 3|

e When the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019 was introduced, the
Statement of Objects and Reasons in it noted that it « owed from this very judgment of the
Supreme Court, adding that one of the principal goals of bringing this Bill was to “confer
right upon transgender persons to be recognised as such, and a right to self-perceived
gender |dent|ty

st (SIRPRY &1 TRen) fadas, 2019 U forar T, df ITH IR SR
mﬁ%ﬁwﬁﬁ%w%w%aﬁé%sﬁﬁmﬁﬁmgw%&ﬁ?mw
TG IR YT “TIRISi SR AfRIdl B AT ¢ BT ARIBR YT BT 3R W4 B
g &1 AfYPR 717

NALSA judgment and government reasoning
Arer fofa ok WReR &1 ah

¢ Inthe judgment that notably recognised a third gender beyond male and female, and the
fundamental right of persons to self-determination of gender identity, the court accepted
the principle that the concepts of gender and sexuality are dis erent and that gender
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identity is on a spectrum.

39 g o o gy iR afgar @ w R iR & orgar & oik i ugem & Sire-
frufRor & Wifere st @1 WieR a1, =mare 7 78 Rigid Wier fear b i sk
Gy SrenT YRS € 3R T yg== te WeeH W gt 8|

The court said, “Gender identity is one of the most fundamental aspects of life which

refers to a person’s intrinsic sense of being male, female or transgender or transsexual
persons.”

AT A Fg1, “fei ugaE sieq & e Aifere uggaei & 3 uw ¢ & fandt aafda & gow,

Tfedn a1 gaeisR g B Siidived UG- &I g=iidt 817

The judgment explained that “a person’s sex is usually assigned at birth”, but a relatively

small group of persons may be born with bodies which incorporate both or certain aspects of
both male and female physiology.

i & samgn 1 & «foit safe &1 ot SR W 511 & wwa Fuifa foar smar g,
AP & T T 81 & o TR A gow ok afgar gl &Y e faRivard g €

At times, genital anatomy problems may arise in certain persons and their innate
perception of themselves is not in conformity with the sex assigned to them at birth and may
include pre and post-operative transsexual persons and also persons who do not choose
to undergo or do not have access to operation and also includes persons who cannot
undergo successful operations. ]

Fi-Fft P Afcl § TR T IS AT el § 3R St iR Ugan o
& g Fuffed o 3 A 72 T, 398 aoidl @ Ugd 3R 918 & CradRysid dfed iR 3
o off =mfire g S ot el BRI A1 o U 39! gfadT Tt gt

On sexual orientation, the court del] ned it as an individual’senduring emotional, romantic,
or physical attraction to others.

9 S & Taef #f =marerd A 39 Tt afda &1 gkl & ufd IRl uia- e, Juifes
T RIS STHYT T

Importantly, the court held that no person should be forced to undergo medical
procedures — such as SRS, sterilisation, or hormone therapy — as a condition for
legal recognition of their gender identity.

TEAYUl U ¥, AT A gl [ frdt aafaa &1 &7 uga &t ST 9=gar & fog
THIARTH, THad) a1 gra At St fafrear ufspars & fore wergR =€ faran =i wwan|
It concluded that self-determination of gender is integral to personal autonomy, dignity,
and freedom under Article 21 of the Constitution.

A e fAeTan fo fofr 1 snrer-frefRor wfaem & ergsdq 21 & ded aafeaTa warawT,
TR 3R Taear &1 i fn 31

Justice A.K. Sikri, in his judgment concurring with Justice K.S. Radhakrishnan, expanded
on this, saying, “If democracy is based on the recognition of the individuality and
dignity of man, as a fortiori we have to recognise the right of a human being to choose
his sex/gender identity which is integral to his/her personality and is one of the most
basic aspects of self-determination, dignity and freedom.”

Al . Riadt, foeiA g &9, 1Yt & A1y 9gafd 9idrs, A &g, “afe
Aipad safad 3t TRET 3R aafdaa @t w=rar w snutfya 7, @t g a8 W WieoR s
BT & safaa &t oM T 5t e g9 &1 SR 8, <t S9@! uga ok
Sreafaufor, TR 3R Tadar @1 ga aa 317

What is the government’s reasoning?
WPR BT a5 T g2

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the government said that since the 2019 Act
was enacted, “certain doubts and di[! culties”have arisen in implementing it with regard to
the “dee nition of transgender persons and how the identis cation of such persons is to
be done”.

35 3R PRON & faawor § TR A &3l o 2019 iftfraw @ g & 918 9 fharaaa
H “p@ Heg R HiSATSAr T 1S §, faRiva “giasiey sufaaal ot afvurar ok STt
YA $A B S8 FH ABI|
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It noted that the existing dee nition of “transgender person” was “vague”, arguing that this
made it “impossible to identify the genuine oppressed persons” to whom the bene- ts of
the Act are intended to reach.

WHR A Fgl o adam “giRIoieR aafad Ry «3rgy” §, R “arafas Fu d
Iiifga aafaaal @1 ugar S SRIUT g ST 87 |

It added that this existing dee nition renders several provisions “unworkable”, further saying
that this dee nition was “not compatible” with several statutory provisions enacted by both
Parliament and State legislatures.

3 I8 it 51 o T8 URUTTT B Urae=i &) «3reaagrd” & 3t & 3R I8 «3r faumdt
WAl & &Y 81" g

The government has argued that the intent of the legislative policy was always to “protect
only those who face severe social exclusion due to biological reasons” for no fault or
choice of their own.

WHR A T fen & T BT I gHRM “IH ARN B I&T HIAT AT St s dRON F 1R
TG SFESHR BT ATHAT Hd 87 |

It went on to say that the purpose of the legislation was never to “protect each and every
class of persons with various gender identities, self-perceived sex/gender identities or
gender [J uidities”

WBR A 3F BT b 39 B b1 I=d BT Ut g YR Bt o1 ugar= a1 wag 31 i
Tga™ 7@ ard Tt It Bt & w6 AT

Noting these aspects, the government argued for a “precise” dee nition of transgender
people, saying, “The protection and bene- ts that are provided under the Act are vast in
nature, and therefore, care has to be taken that such identie cation cannot be extended
on the basis of any acquirable characteristics or personal choice or claimed self-
perceived identity of an individual.”

3 figaft &) & T X@d §U ISR A greier $i “Tdtd TRUTIT” B ahlad B 3R He,
«SFRIFH ¥ T8 T T W4T 3R Y ST §, SHIY 98 G| ST g P
garH feelt ure fa=ivar, sufeae ag= a1 g & 9ifte ygae & snuR R A 8l1”
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Gujarat government
tables Uniform Civil
Code Bill in Assembly

f:l!e !m!u !l.ll'Eﬂl.l

AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat government on
Wednesday tabled the ‘Guj-
arat Uniform Civil Code,
2026’ Bill in the State As-
sembly which seeks to regu-
late laws related to mar-
riage, divorce, succession
and live-in relationships ir-
respective of religion, caste,
creed, or gender.

The Bill was tabled by
Deputy Chief Minister
Harsh Sanghavi a day aftera
State-appointed panel sub-
mitted its final report on im-
plementation of a Uniform
Civil Code in the State to
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel.

The bill is expected to be
taken up for discussion and
approval on March 25, the

last day of the Budget
Session.

However, the Bill docu-
ment, uploaded on the offi-
cial website of the Assemb-
ly, states that it will not
apply to members of Sche-
duled Tribes and certain
groups whose customary
rights are protected under
the Constitution.

Bomb threat

Meanwhile, a bomb threat
email sent to the Assembly
on Wednesday morning
prompted authorities to
evacuate the complex and
launch a massive security
sweep, just minutes before
the Budget Session pro-
ceedings were set to begin.
The police said no suspi-
cious objects had been
found during search.

the Budget Session.
fya @t =t 3R Aot & foT 25 ATd &1, Soie T & MRt fem, faaR fvw oM &t SuTe B

¢ However, the Bill document, uploaded on the official website of the Assembly, states that it
will not apply to members of Scheduled Tribes and certain groups whose customary rights

are protected under the Constitution.

19Mar. Gujarat government tables Uniform
Civil Code Bill in Assembly

ToRTd RER A fAumaur # gAwid fafaa
PIs foa u=r foa

e The Gujarat government on Wednesday tabled
the ‘Gujarat Uniform Civil Code, 2026’ Bill in the State
Assembly which seeks to regulate laws related to
marriage, divorce, succession and live-in
relationships irrespective of religion, caste, creed, or
gender.

ORI TRBR A YAR BI Iy [AUGHT H T[ORTd
giwTd fifaa ®is, 2026’ fae o o, ot =mdl,
TP, STRIUPR AR AT5a-39 RaxmRm 3 Faifta
S & oW, STfa, Auer a1 R &1 warg feu famr
I B &1 T Sl |

e The Bill was tabled by Deputy Chief Minister
Harsh Sanghavi a day after a State-appointed panel
submitted its final report on implementation of a
Uniform Civil Code in the State to Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel.

90 &1 T & IugerE g9 Judt gR1 O fohan
& for a1e 99 IToy-Ryfivd e 3 s § gfwid
ffaa Bie A &=A W s sifan Roid g yus
A &I iU |

e The bill is expected to be taken up for
discussion and approval on March 25, the last day of

BIdifep, AU BT BT JeHEe W 3fUeiis fbT U fodd axarael & &el 71 & fob a8
W&gﬁﬁﬁ%w 3R Bo FHE! W AN et g1 e Rareht iR T &
ded WRIAd 7

Bomb threat

TH YHDI

o  Meanwhile, a bomb threat email sent to the Assembly on Wednesday morning prompted
authorities to evacuate the complex and launch a massive security sweep, just minutes
before the Budget Session proceedings were set to begin.
$9 o9, §YAR oG fAUMTHT BT Tol T 9 YHSBT A - SAABMA! B Wgul ufaR @it
PR 3R U FRET T IR HRA & foE AR o 3, a9l T & SridTe! & o o Rt

PO fiFe uga

e The police said no suspicious objects had been found during the search.

TR 3 %1 % S & SR Bl Jfewd a%g a1 U1 TS|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page15



www.patrioticlas.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

LS extends term
of panel examining
simultaneous polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The term of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee ex-
amining the Bills seeking to
introduce simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies was
extended once again on
Wednesday.

The Lok Sabha extend-
ed the tenure of the panel,
headed by senior BJP MP
P.P. Chaudhary, till the last
week of the Monsoon Ses-
sion. The term of the panel
had been extended earlier
in the Winter Session. The
extension, moved by Mr.
Chaudhary, was adopted
by a voice vote.

The simultaneous polls
Bills — The Constitution
(129th Amendment) Bill,
2024, and the Union Terri-
tories Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, were introduced
on December 17, 2024 in
the Lok Sabha and sent for
Parliamentary  scrutiny.
The 39-member multi-par-
ty panel has so far held 17
meetings.

Former Chief Justices
B.R. Gavai, Sanjiv Khanna,
DY. Chandrachud, U.U. La-

lit, and ].S. Khehar; senior
lawyer-MPs Kapil Sibal and
Abhishek Singhvi; senior
leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad
and M. Veerappa Moily;
former IMF First Deputy
Managing Director Gita
Gopinath; and Prime Mi-
nister’s Economic Adviso-
ry Council (EAC-PM) mem-
ber Sanjeev Sanyal, among
others, have appeared be-
fore the panel.

Reduction of personnel
The EAC-PM released a
working paper titled “Esti-
mating Reduction in Poll-
ing Personnel Deployment
Under Simultaneous Elec-
tions” by Mr. Sanyal and
EAC-PM Joint Director Sat-
vik Dev, who argued that
“One Nation, One Elec-
tion” may reduce polling
personnel deployment by
28%.

The working paper also
argued that simultaneous
polls could save around 1.4
crore personnel-days of
polling officials over a five-
year election cycle, taking
into account that two days
each were required for
their training and
deployment.

19Mar. LS extends term of panel
examining simultaneous polls

TG 3 AR 1G] P oIl B 78
U9d 1 3rafd gers

e The term of the Joint Parliamentary
Committee examining the Bills seeking to
introduce simultaneous elections to the Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies was extended
once again on Wednesday.

TR FATA! B AreauT 3R o faumgyrait
A o] PR a1l B} o AR I8 WY HHST
gfufa &) 3aft HarR & ue IR R Fe1 ) TS|

e The Lok Sabha extended the tenure of
the panel, headed by senior BJP MP P.P.
Chaudharys, till the last week of the Monsoon
Session.

ATyt 3 IRy dordt Tivg @t dedt o
T T U B A AHGA | & 3ifaw
e db del ol |

e The term of the panel had been extended
earlier in the Winter Session.

3??1’333{ 3afY ugd afdal & ua1 ¥ Sers o gt
I

e The extension, moved by Mr. Chaudhary,
was adopted by a voice vote.
78 fawR, ot Test gRT vRaTfad, afga dle 9
S{YA™T AT |

e The simultaneous polls Bills — The
Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill, 2024, and
the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2024, were introduced on December 17, 2024 in
the Lok Sabha and sent for Parliamentary
scrutiny.
JAFIR 19 fod — dfaur (120a1 |=iem)
3, 2024, 3R Fg WG U HA (HRMEA)
S, 2024, 31 17 SR, 2024 B AHGUT T U
fora T IR WAk TEften & fow s T

e The 39-member multi-party panel has so far held 17 meetings.
39-TCRI 9g-UTf Va7 34 9P 17 96d Bi g

e Former Chief Justices B.R. Gavai, Sanjiv Khanna, D.Y. Chandrachud, U.U. Lalit, and J.S.
Khehar; senior lawyer-MPs Kapil Sibal and Abhishek Singhvi; senior leaders Ghulam
Nabi Azad and M. Veerappa Moily; former IMF First Deputy Managing Director Gita
Gopinath; and Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council (EAC-PM) member Sanjeev
Sanyal, among others, have appeared before the panel.
Ud g rneisr ot SR, AT, Telld @41, S1. 918, dngs, .9, aferd ok 3.uH. Wew; aky
JIa-Hidg Siud e 3R e Rigdt; aky Fa1 Tam T4t smerg 3k Ta. dRun
Tigelt; Id AMSTHTE & YUYW I Hay fere ar iy, ok ger=ht & snffe
TATEPR TR (EAC-PM) X Jelld I, 3fe T°d & I IufRd gu gl

Reduction of personnel

e The EAC-PM released a working paper titled “Estimating Reduction in Polling Personnel
Deployment Under Simultaneous Elections” by Mr. Sanyal and EAC-PM Joint Director
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Satvik Dev, who argued that “One Nation, One Election” may reduce polling personnel
deployment by 28%.

EAC-PM A T& S0 SRY fosa, foreest it o1 “SHTiaR gA1at & ded Hda HHaTal o
AT H HH HT AT, f WTE 3R EAC-PM Wgad fReRe wifa® 3a g1, oA ogl fos

g AR, 99 SAT T A HHAMRT! BT a1 H 28% HHT 31 bell B

e The working paper also argued that simultaneous polls could save around 1.4 crore

personnel-days of polling officials over a five-year election cycle, taking into account that two

days each were required for their training and deployment.

FHRITA o gg o I fear a1 i IemiaR gAmal 3 Ui 91d & 991a 99 | HagH Sl &

TATHT 1.4 HRIS HHI-FET FATE S Yabd &, I8 A gU fb I ufRreqor 3R arelt & forw
Ud® &1 ol fa1 Bt SHTazuedl il 8

SC asks Bengal if ED should ‘merely
watch’ as CM disrupts I-PAC search

The State government argues that the ED is not a ‘person’ under Article 32 and said that allowing its plea would undermine

federalism; the top court questioned the situation saying the law cannot allow a vacuum to exist without any remedy

Krishnadas Rajago
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Tasked the West
Bengal government

on Wednesday if the Direc-
torate of Enforcement (ED)
was expected to merely
“look and watch” when
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee “barged” in and ob-
structed ongoing search at
the offices of the political
consultancy firm [-PAC at
Kolkata in January.

The remark from Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra,
heading a Bench, was in
response to the poll-bound
State’s submissions that
the ED was neither a “body
corporate” nor a “legal or
natural person” to ap-
proach the apex court un-
der Article 32 of the Consti-
tution claiming violation of
its “fundamental rights”.
West Bengal, represented
by senior advocate Shyam
Divan, raised preliminary
objections to the maintain-
ability of the ED’s writ peti-
tion filed under Article 32,

seeking a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe
against Ms. Banerjee and
the senior police officers
who accompanied her.

“If a Chief Minister, ac-
cording to the ED, barges
in and obstructs statutory
work, is it that the ED can-
not move either this court
under Article 32 or the
High Court under Article
226. So, will the ED be left
remediless? This (Ms. Ba-
nerjee’s alleged actions) is
an unusual situation, an
unhappy situation. This
has not happened before,”
Justice Mishra addressed
the State government.

If a Chief Minister.
according to the ED,
barges in and obstructs statutory
work, is it that the ED cannot
move either this court under
Article 32 or the High Court
under Article 2267 So, will the
ED be left remediless?

JUSTICE PRASHANT
KUMAR MISHRA

Supreme Court

The Bench asked what
would be the situation if
other Chief Ministers, tak-
ing a cue from Ms. Baner-
jee, started emulating her.
“The law has to evolve ac-
cording to new situations.
There cannot be a vacuum.
It cannot be that there is no
remedy in law to a situa-

tion,” Justice  Mishra
observed.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, for the ED, inter-
jected to point out that the
“Chief Minister, who is the
head of the government in
the State, hindered a law-
ful ongoing investigation
being conducted in the

larger public interest™. The
ED has maintained that the
raids were part of an inves-
tigation into a ¥2,742-crore
coal smuggling case.

“There is no question of
the civil liberty or rights of
the ED which is being
trampled upon here. If the
ED had a complaint, the
Union government can in-
voke the original jurisdic-
tion of the Supreme Court
under Article 131 of the
Constitution and approach
the Supreme Court direct-
ly,” Mr. Divan said.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Ms. Ba-
nerjee, said an officer of
the ED did not have a “fun-
damental right” to investi-
gate. The power is drawn
from the Prevention of Mo-
ney Laundering Act.

‘ED as a front’

Mr. Sibal argued that the
Centre cannot sue using
Article 32 by using the ED
as a front. Article 32 was
only available to indivi-
duals wishing to approach
the top court against en-

croachments by the state
and its agencies on her civil
rights.

If Central agencies, go-
vernment  departments
and one or other instru-
mentalities of the state
were allowed to approach
the court under Article 32,
they would start filing peti-
tions against each other
and private citizens.

“The principle of feder-
alism, a basic feature of the
Constitution, would be in
tatters. States are not mere
appendages to the Centre.
Courts must be on guard
against the conscious whit-
tling down of power of the
States by the Centre,” Mr.
Divan submitted.

“If Parliament wants to
confer an agency the pow-
er to sue, it would confer
the power specifically. In-
vestigation agencies are
not ‘body corporates’ with
a power to sue,” Mr. Divan
said, requesting the apex
court to refer the case to a
Constitution Bench.

The court scheduled the
next hearing on March 24.

19Mar. SC asks Bengal if ED should ‘merely watch’ as CM disrupts I-PAC

search

gii| oI A §7a | goT1 f& Fa1 ep &) R <@ T1fge 519 cm I1-PAC @t
=i # STeT STe @

e The State government argues that the ED is not a “person” under Article 32 and said that
allowing its plea would undermine federalism; the top court questioned the situation saying

the law cannot allow a vacuum to exist without any remedy.

T IRBR BT b ¢ [ ED I55G 32 & ded “Hiad” el o 3R Hel [ IUD! ATIewT DI
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The Supreme Court asked the West Bengal government on Wednesday if the Directorate of
Enforcement (ED) was expected to merely “look and watch” when Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee “barged” in and obstructed ongoing search at the offices of the political consultancy
firm I-PAC at Kolkata in January.

PE A FUIR DI UYH A IRDHR W G316 a1 fra=ror fezmera (Ep) &1 Had “caq
é@ﬁ”ﬁsﬂﬂaﬁaﬁaﬁ%ﬁmwg@mﬂmaﬁmﬁﬁﬁwﬁw
R ST I-PAC & BTl & 9 Tg! aareh # “gxaaw R @1 A

The remark from Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra, heading a Bench, was in response to the
poll-bound State’s submissions that the ED was neither a “body corporate” nor a “legal or
natural person” to approach the apex court under Article 32 of the Constitution claiming
violation of its “fundamental rights”.

AT uRIid AR Ay ot fowolt, St ue o9 31 sregerar w31 9, TaeH-gat I B
TRt & wrard B & fab ED 7 At “HIIRT TP § SR T & “BT a1 Wbl afaa g o

T3 & SrTedg 32 F dad U “Hii® RSR! & Jeci P aral HRd gU WY Sfared 3
HU% R Fb |

West Bengal, represented by senior advocate Shyam Divan, raised preliminary objections to
the maintainability of the ED’s writ petition filed under Article 32, seeking a Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) probe against Ms. Banerjee and the senior police officers who
accompanied her.

Ui §Te, Ry stftraer wam faar gr1 ufafifda fasar mar, 3 ep & e arfreT ot
WHTdl R URMS ARy IoTs, o 3rede 32 & dgd Gl fohar a1 T, fSad st st
R (CBI) I STl S7oif 3R 39 A1y 7T IR Yfery SBIRG! &1 S - T SR1Y foa
RICIRIN

“If a Chief Minister, according to the ED, barges in and obstructs statutory work, is it that the
ED cannot move either this court under Article 32 or the High Court under Article 226. So,
will the ED be left remediless? This (Ms. Banerjee’s alleged actions) is an unusual situation,
an unhappy situation. This has not happened before,” Justice Mishra addressed the State
government.

“3R YBIHAT, ED & 3R, XU HRd & 3R duT% S § o141 STad §, o) 1 ED 39
ST & U ¢ 32 & ded U1 3o UTaTad & UM 3586 226 & dgd -Ta| off 9abdl| o,
FITED & UMY PIs IUN -Tg! @2 T8 (N -0l B HiAd SRATR) 9 RS 3, Th
3o fRufa 81 U uga et gon &, ~amagfd e 3 o0 WeR &1 Jafira |

The Bench asked what would be the situation if other Chief Ministers, taking a cue from Ms.
Banerjee, started emulating her.

9 7 U1 o 3R 30 GErH=, Sl §oi F TROT AR, ST A BT e X ¢ df Fufad
ERIESl

“The law has to evolve according to new situations. There cannot be a vacuum. It cannot be
that there is no remedy in law to a situation,” Justice Mishra observed.

‘T B T8 URIRUTTT] & SHTIR BRI 11 AT Dis AT el 81 Al | T a1 81 Aabell
% Tt fRufar & fore &1 & 1S 3ur A1 81, =g firsm 3 &g

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, for the ED, interjected to point out that the “Chief Minister,
who is the head of the government in the State, hindered a lawful ongoing investigation being
conducted in the larger public interest”.

HiferRier S Ra guR Agdl, ED & for, 3 gxaa o 3ik w1 i g, S o0 # TWaHR
BT UM 8, = S0 Frdol-ieh fgd & et It BT S o a7em STeft|”

The ED has maintained that the raids were part of an investigation into a ¥2,742-crore coal
smuggling case.

ED A &gl fo BTY 22,742 HRIS HIAAT a¥b1 ATHA P ofid &1 7= 4|

“There is no question of the civil liberty or rights of the ED which is being trampled upon here.
If the ED had a complaint, the Union government can invoke the original jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court under Article 131 of the Constitution and approach the Supreme Court
directly,” Mr. Divan said.

“YgT ED & AN Wd=dl T BRI P Ieeid BT FaTd gl & | 3R ED & U BIs Rprd
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B, O Fg WHR IRAUM P 3TV 131 & ded YU BIE b e AAMIBR BT TN B Febell
o 3R e it B J Tudh HR Taveht R, ff a3 FweT!

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for Ms. Banerjee, said an officer of the ED did not
have a “fundamental right” to investigate. The power is drawn from the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

IRy siftraear wive Rysgd, S Sfioc sl & forT U=1 §U, A %81 fos ED &1 ®is ISR A
PR BT TS AHAGR” 81 G| Tg o At AT AT I ¥ ot g1

‘ED as a front’

‘ED & Jiel ST

Mr. Sibal argued that the Centre cannot sue using Article 32 by using the ED as a front.

ot Risya 7 d a1 s Fx ED F) T TR DG 32 HT SUANT HRP HSH o] B
REZE

Article 32 was only available to individuals wishing to approach the top court against
encroachments by the state and its agencies on her civil rights.

ST 32 HId I G & AT IuA YT T IT 3R ITDH! TSR gRT 37 ARTRS
ARPRI R sifamau & fgars MY sierad a% uga dared 3|

If Central agencies, government departments and one or other instrumentalities of the state
were allowed to approach the court under Article 32, they would start filing petitions against
each other and private citizens.

3R HeTg TRET, TRHRY favmT 3R Iy @) et oy GTal ) 3rgede 32 & ded sfared
I UgaA o A < S, A I Th-gar 3R st AN & fRIar qfeedsit grR &A1 &
B |

“The principle of federalism, a basic feature of the Constitution, would be in tatters. States
are not mere appendages to the Centre. Courts must be on guard against the conscious
whittling down of power of the States by the Centre,” Mr. Divan submitted.

HaTE P Rigid, o SR F1 U Gt AR5l 2, AsTE 8 SgT | 15 $ad $g P TR TaT
B STl B! B gRT Al DI Ufdd Bl THGHHR HH HRA & RIS Tadh g1 ey, ot
f&am = uvgd foa

“If Parliament wants to confer an agency the power to sue, it would confer the power
specifically. Investigation agencies are not ‘body corporates’ with a power to sue,” Mr. Divan
said, requesting the apex court to refer the case to a Constitution Bench.

3R TG e T b e B a8 IR 11 e 2, A I W A9y &0 Y & sty
e TolRiat GaeHT e dTe ‘BrRe SRIT gl €, o faam A Fe1 iR 2 srerad § srRiy
Wﬁﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁaﬁﬂwm|

The court scheduled the next hearing on March 24.

SIETAd = SATel! aTs 24 HH &I YR B
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Speaker irked
by Minister’s
absence in
Question Hour
EGS Il Polity |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Wednesday ex-
pressed displeasure over
the absence of a senior Mi-
nister during the Question
Hour when questions
about his Ministry were be-
ing asked.

Though the Speaker did
not name anyone, the
question was regarding the
Postal Department which
comes under Communica-
tion Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia.

“Where has the Minister
gone,” Mr. Birla asked
when the question was be-
ing fielded by Minister of
State for Communication
Chandra Sekhar Pemmasa-
ni.

When the Minister of
State replied that the se-
nior Minister had gone for
an “important meeting”,
Mr. Birla said, “The Ques-
tion Hour is important, not
meeting.”

Earlier, the Lok Sabha
Speaker had urged mem-
bers not to speak among
themselves when the
House takes up obituary
references.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

19Mar. Speaker irked by Minister’s absence in Question Hour

TWe? A uyeTd | Wl @t sgufRufa W AR sag

e Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Wednesday expressed displeasure
over the absence of a senior Minister during the Question Hour when
guestions about his Ministry were being asked.

AT e 3w faf 3 FUaR & uySa & SRE 99 I AT §
Teiferd FaTe U o7 38 &, U aivy woft &F srufufd W AR Sarg |

e Though the Speaker did not name anyone, the question was regarding
the Postal Department which comes under Communication Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia.
BTdifch TR A fheht &1 11 757 forn, Yard ST faumT & SR § o1, off §aR
= waiforfe Riftrr & sl smar g1

o “Where has the Minister gone,” Mr. Birla asked when the question was
being fielded by Minister of State for Communication Chandra Sekhar
Pemmasani.
Tt gt MU g, ot faal A IR 99 vard Ieg W SR 9 e Tt R
TG fobaT ST 8T T

e When the Minister of State replied that the senior Minister had gone for
an “important meeting”, Mr. Birla said, “The Question Hour is important, not the
meeting.”

e g HA A oA fea fas afvs w0t “Heayuf dow B T 2, ot fyat 3 @,
“UYBTA Wgayvl 8, IoP Tl "

e Earlier, the Lok Sabha Speaker had urged members not to speak
among themselves when the House takes up obituary references.

Ugd, AeaYT THx 7 el 9§ SR faar o1 o 99 9 ygiwifer <y
AT R A I 3T H 91 7 Y|
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NCERT book ban, a chapter on judicial transparency

ax Boot, former Features Editor of

The Wall Street Journal, authored the

seminal study on the United States

judiciary, ‘Out of Order: Arrogance,
Corruption, and Incompetence on the Bench’
(1998). Robert H. Bork, former Solicitor General
of the United States, wrote the foreword to it with
a striking conclusion — “Our Courts are behaving
badly and the public, to the degree it can be
brought to understand that, will exert force for
reform, a reform that must be structural as well
as intellectual and moral ”

He observed that the book’s subtitle sums up a
system in distress. The book underscores the
critical role that the media and citizens must play
while dealing with the judicial institution in a
democracy.

In February this year, the Supreme Court of
India, faulting what it felt as selective reference to
corruption within the judiciary, directed “a
complete blanket ban”on a Class eight social
science textbook published by the National
Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT). The three-judge Bench, presided over
by the Chief Justice of India, further alluded to
“an underlying agenda to undermine the
institutional authority and demean the dignity of
the judiciary”.

The Court subsequently ordered that the
persons responsible for preparing the passages
should be ‘disassociated’ from future projects by
governments and public universities. The Court
thus instantly punished them, without due
process or hearing. The prohibition by the Court
is problematic as it sends critical signals about the
shape of India’s democracy today.

‘What appears to have annoyed the Bench were
the passages in the book on judicial delay and
corruption in judiciary. As per the news report
cited by the Court, the textbook has data on the
approximate number of pending cases in Indian
courts. It refers to the Bangalore Principles of
Judicial Conduct, which prescribe values for
judicial life. It also discusses the in-house
procedures evolved by the Supreme Court and
the constitutional mechanism for the removal of
errant judges.

An undermining of freedom

By itself, a book ban is the most egregious form of
censorship. Such a move directly impacts the
right to freedom of speech under Article 19, a
solemn promise in the Constitution. This right
could be restricted only by a law made by the

Kaleeswaram Raj

is a lawyer in the
Supreme Court
of India

Thulasi K. Raj

is a lawyer in the
Supreme Court
of India

The top court’s
ban on

an NCERT
textbook
exposes gaps

in judicial
accountability
and public trust

state on grounds expressly provided under
Article 19(2), such as “the sovereignty and
integrity of India, the security of the state,
friendly relations with foreign states, public
order, decency or morality, or in relation to
contempt of court, defamation, or incitement to
an offence”. There is no law made by the state to
justify the ban on the book in question. Judicial
orders or judgments do not come under the
realm of ‘law’ made by the state, as understood in
the context of Article 19 (Naresh Shridhar
Mirajkar vs State of Maharashtra, 1966).

For an act to amount to contempt of court,
there must be material that scandalises the
authority of the court or prejudices or interferes
with judicial proceedings or the administration of
justice, as defined under Section 2(c) of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971. Whether mere
references to corruption in the judiciary and case
backlogs meet this high threshold for criminal
contempt was a question that, unfortunately, did
not form part of the Court’s deliberations. What
was also not examined was whether the
statements were too general in nature to suggest
any malicious intent to scandalise the Court.

Further, and importantly, going by the scheme
of judicial review, courts must put to
constitutional scrutiny the law passed by
Parliament often violating fundamental rights.
‘When the courts take on the task of book
banning, citizens are left without remedy, as
constitutional courts are the last resort to
safeguard fundamental rights.

Global efforts

In advanced democracies, the credibility of the
court is a matter of concern, primarily for the
court itself. Transparency International has
conducted a number of surveys that show that
there is a prevailing notion about judicial
corruption. Judiciaries across the world have
‘made efforts to address this problem. In Kenya,
the reforms led by Chief Justice Willy Mutunga,
between 2011 and 2013, are an illustrative
example. During this period, institutions such as
judicial ombudspersons, court users’
committees, and performance management
committees were established.

By 2013, public trust in Kenya in the judiciary
had risen to 61%, compared to 27% in 2009. The
reforms continued even thereafter. This
happened only by acknowledging the issues and
trying to address them, rather than suppressing
critical voices.

In India, the courts including the top court
have acknowledged the menace of delay and
corruption. Judges have repeatedly warned about
the ‘bad apples’ within the system. The very
existence of the in-house Procedure indicates the
possibility that a minuscule number of judges
may breach their oath.

In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others
(1991), the Court categorically held that judges of
the High Courts and the Supreme Court fall
within the definition of “public servant” for the
purposes of prosecution under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, while also cautioning against the
potential for misuse of this provision by the
executive. The Court also said: “We consider that
the society’s demand for honesty in a judge is
exacting and absolute. The standards of judicial
behaviour, both on and off the Bench, are
normally extremely high. For a Judge to deviate
from such standards of honesty and impartiality
is to betray the trust reposed on him. No excuse
or no legal relativity can condone such betrayal.
From the standpoint of justice, the size of the
bribe or scope of corruption cannot be the scale
for measuring a judge’s dishonour. A single
dishonest judge not only dishonours himself and
disgraces his office but jeopardises the integrity
of the entire judicial system.”

The need for introspection

Therefore, the need to eradicate corruption and
delay is also in the best interest of the judiciary. In
the interim order directing the book ban, the
Court also pointed out that the “book also
chooses not to delve into any of the
transformative initiatives and measures
pioneered by this Court towards overhauling legal
aid mechanisms and streamlining the ease of
access to justice”. Not addressing all
counterarguments might render an opinion
potentially incomplete. Yet, that is no reason for
banning the view expressed. If the exercise of
free speech is required to follow a particular
form, the right itself becomes illusory. During
judicial deliberations, nobody pointed out that
the judiciary, like other organs of the state, must
be open to dissent and reform.

The first step in fighting systemic problems
such as corruption — whether in the executive or
the judiciary — is acknowledging it. After all, it is
imperative to curb all kinds of corruption and
that civil society is educated about the
institutional challenges. A court that continuously
reforms itself is the bedrock of any democracy.

19Mar. NCERT book ban, a chapter on judicial transparency

TIHIRSRE Txa® ufaa s, <a1iie URSRIar U= UH e

NCERT book ban and judicial transparency

TSRS qraw ufaas iR =nfe urehRfar

e Max Boot, former Features Editor of The Wall Street Journal, authored the seminal study on
the United States judiciary, ‘Out of Order: Arrogance, Corruption, and Incompetence on the
Bench’ (1998).

A g, G did LI oHd & Jd By UrSeR, 3 Jgad sy -Irufere! IR Hg@yuf 3199+ ‘Out
of Order: Arrogance, Corruption, and Incompetence on the Bench’ (1998) ferar

o Robert H. Bork, former Solicitor General of the United States, wrote the foreword with the
conclusion — “Our Courts are behaving badly... reform must be structural, intellectual and
moral.”

(&< Ta. Aeh, TG Iod & Y4 WIARIER SR, = F1a-1 | forar — “GHRT 3faTed Tad
TGER TR @ §... JUR WD, difed iR e g1 =il
e He observed that the book’s subtitle sums up a system in distress.
I5i- Fel [ Gxdd &1 IURTYS U HheIRd WUIe! &1 I |
e The book underscores the role of media and citizens in a democracy.
I8 TW& diad # Hifgar ok Amfi¥s! &1 Uit &1 X@ifehd Fdl g

e InFebruary, the Supreme Court of India ordered a “complete blanket ban” on a Class
eight NCERT textbook.

T3 H HIRG & Haled =qraTad + $Hefl 316 &1 TIgRel T WR Yol gfaere T |

e The Court cited selective reference to corruption in judiciary.

JETAd - ~ATAUTIIDT # YPTR & TATHD ST &1 garall el
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e The Bench referred to an “underlying agenda” to undermine the judiciary’s dignity.
e A T 1 TTRAT B 8 I & [OU §U 36=d &I 91d ol |

e The Court ordered that authors be disassociated from future projects.
JTAd A D! I Ufder Bt afRAIeTSH & ST B &7 316y fean|

e This was done without due process or hearing.
g famm 3fra ufthan iR gAars & foar

e The prohibition sends signals about the state of democracy in India.
g Ufdey YRd | didbaa i fRUFY TR Wohd <ar gl

e The Bench objected to passages on judicial delay and corruption.
e 3 =fe 3§ 3R UPTaR W forg 3i=if W sufy S/ars |

e The textbook included data on pending cases in courts.
qxde o dfed Areel 31 S IMHd o7l

o ltreferred to the Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct.
S ATRI® TRV & dTaR Risgia &1 3w ol

e ltdiscussed in-house procedures and removal of judges.

=¥ Sfdfve ufsparait 3R Trdiel P o™ o AR R F=! At

An undermining of freedom
XAAAT DT g+

e Abook ban is the most egregious form of censorship.
q&IP ufaaey g8 iR THR ot FERRT |

e Itimpacts freedom of speech under Article 19.
Ig TG 19 & dgd el &) Td=rar & THIfad Bl g

e This right can be restricted only by a law made by the state.
3 HAHR B Had Ied GRT F9TC T HA I &t JAT foran s gwar g1

e Restrictions include sovereignty, security, public order, morality, defamation.
Tfaeet F TTYT, &, JTdoii-1p aaeT, , AT i g1

e There is no law to justify this ban.
39 Ufdey B1 IId 83 b RN BIE ST e 21

e Judicial orders are not considered ‘law’ under Article 19.
I ST TG 19 b ded ‘BILT el 7 oI |

e This was established in Naresh Shridhar Mirajkar vs State of Maharashtra (1966).
g §1d N MR RIS 910 HERIY 74 (1966) H R BT 778 1|

e For an act to amount to contempt of court, there must be material that scandalises the
authority of the court or interferes with judicial proceedings, as per Section 2(c) of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.
it T b1 ATATEY SGHTAAT AT ST & o THT WA BT =18 St =ATaTerd bt TRHAT bl
3 Ugam a1 A1 HriaTe § geaay &R, SN fos =ararerd Sraur=ET Sy 1971 91 URT
2(c) H SaRT AT B |

e Whether references to corruption in judiciary and case backlogs meet this threshold was
not examined by the Court.
T =TTt § UPTAR SR dfed el & I@id 39 AMGS B IR HRd &, STHT TIET
3{Terd = g1 fohaT |

e It was also not examined whether the statements were too general in nature to indicate
malicious intent.
gg off T2t <1 T {6 A FHu arHTa upfa & A a1 e, o guiayuf SRie R 8 9|

e Courts must subject laws passed by Parliament to constitutional scrutiny.

| I TG GRT T U HIAI &1 HaT e Sig &1 areu|

e When courts take on book banning, citizens are left without remedy.
T 3feTeld Jea® Fiaae Bl ¢, 99 ARTRD| & U Hig U gl Fad|

e Constitutional courts are the last resort to safeguard fundamental rights.

HauTes <araray Mifere ReRI @1 38 &1 Sifad U g1
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Global e orts

fYw vy

e In advanced democracies, the credibility of courts is a concern for the courts themselves.
IAd Azl B raradl &1 [aya-aar &1 fid wd <amaradl ot gidt 3|
. Transparency International surveys show a perception of jud|C|aI corruption.
% A& IS YPTIR Pt YR ST ST ¢ |
¢ Judiciaries worldwide have taken steps to address this issue.
AT AR P raTfereTat 3 39 THW B R B & TN fHU g
e In Kenya, reforms led by Chief Justice Willy Mutunga (2011-2013) are an example.
F=a1 T g1 e faeft ggam (2011-2013) GRT fHT T YUR TH IeTeR0 5 |
e Institutions like judicial ombudspersons and court users’ committees were established.
NRF AHUT 3R ARITed ITANTHat Fifaal RId &1 TS|
e By 2013, public trust in judiciary rose to 61% from 27% in 2009.
2013 T& AT H O fIY™ 2009 & 27% A FEHR 61% Bl T
o Reforms succeeded by acknowledging problems, not suppressing criticism.
JUR T Pt WHR B Y 0hd U, A Ga o ol |
¢ InIndia, courts have acknowledged delay and corruption.
YR T SreTad! - &t iR YR & TR fHar gl
e Judges have warned about ‘bad apples’ in the system.
ranefiRi = yonel § @RTE Al & IR § IdraH 4 g
e Thein-house procedure indicates that some judges may breach their oath
Siafv® ufehar 78 <t § I o <amneier 3o YUy &1 Ieaiad &R Iad g |
e In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others (1991), the Court held that judges of High
Courts and the Supreme Court fall within the dee nition of “public servant” under the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
K. Veeraswami §9TH YRd TY (1991) & <I1a1erd 3 81 fob 3= <gra1ed 3R Jafed ey &
et YPTR AR sifufaw & 98 die Jad & gy F ord B
e The Court cautioned against misuse of this provision by the executive.
A A 3H UIGYT & SRIUTADGT §RT GEUART & Ufd Jara- gl
e The Court emphasised that society’s demand for honesty in a judge is exacting and
absolute.
3TEd A T fob TS BT el ¥ SATGRY #t 3rdem guf ik 3R gt 8|
e The standards of judicial behaviour are extremely high.
e SR S HHS 9§ I 81d 8
e Deviation from honesty and impartiality is a betrayal of trust.
SAFERT 3R e @ foga fayraaTa g
¢ No excuse can condone such betrayal.
T fayrrara &1 13 Se 3fd el 3831 bl
e The size of the bribe cannot measure a judge’s dishonour.
RYyd BT HHR TRATENRT o SRAFATA B! g1 AU HebelT |
e Asingle dishonest judge can jeopardise the integrity of the entire judicial system.
TP S R R AT o B SRFSal Bt WaR W ST TPl ¢

The need for introspection
STHAYT BT ATIRIFHT

e Eradicating corruption and delay is in the best interest of the judiciary.
YBTIR 3R ¢ &1 JHI =1 ruiferes! & fed # 5
e The Court noted that the book did not discuss transformative initiatives and legal aid
reforms.
3fETad A Bl [ Gad # ufkadaor ugd 8l S WeTadl GuUR W 74! T8 &1 75|
e Not addressing all counterarguments may make an opinion incomplete.

Tt Top! 1 A 9 PR F [9TR SqRor g Gaval 5|
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Qfp I8 e faaR &t wfaafie $7 &1 SR B
o If free speech must follow a prescribed form, the right becomes illusory.

afe sifteafad o Fuffvd T & it fovar Se @t a8 sfieR fARY® 8 ST 71
e The judiciary must remain open to dissent and reform.

U HI Sragdfa 3R JUR & R gar &= v

e The first step to fight systemic corruption is acknowledging it.

JUIERT YPRIR ¥ T &1 Ugdll HeH 39

AT

e Civil society must be educated about institutional challenges.
IR THTS B WRITTG gAfaal & TR H SR HRAT ATTRIH g |

e Ajudiciary that continuously reforms itself is the bedrock of democracy.

N =ATfereRT TRIAR YR Il ¢ It Aeper BT TR |

India’s national symbols under scrutiny
over use, meaning, and law

A complaint against Hardik Pandya draws attention to the rules governing the national flag and the history embedded in it; as debates over Vande

Mataram resurface, the discussion shows how national symbols evoke emotional responses while being shaped by law and historical tension

Ziya Us Salam

ast week, a Pune-based lawyer
filed a complaint against
+ cricketer Hardik Pandya for

allegedly insulting the national
flag during celebrations following India’s
victory in the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup in
Ahmedabad. According to the complaint,
Pandya, who had the flag draped around
his body, engaged in objectionable acts in
the stadium.

The episode has once again drawn
attention to the rules governing the use of
the national flag and to the history and
symbolism embedded in it.

Evolution of the tricolour

Recent books help us understand the
story of the national flag. In A Flag to Live
and Die For — A Short History of India’s
Tricolour (Aleph), diplomat and columnist
Navtej Sarna traces the evolution of the
flag across decades.

The national tricolour was not chosen
on a whim. It evolved through several
stages, dating back to 1907, when an early
version was presented to Surendranath
Banerjee, former Congress president, by
Bhupendranath Dutt, the younger brother
of Swami Vivekananda. Called the
Calcutta Flag, it was designed by
Sachindra Prasad Bose and Sukumar
Mitra. “The design of the flag was inspired
by the flag of the French Revolution. The
flag had three horizontal stripes of red,
yellow and green with eight half-open

19Mar. India’s national symbols under scrutiny over use, meaning, and law

lotuses,” writes Sarna.

Around the same time, Swami
Vivekananda’s disciple, Sister Nivedita,
conceived a flag featuring the vajra, or
thunderbolt. Sister Nivedita was a
participant in the Swadeshi movement
and the flag used religious and spiritual
symbols to strike a chord with the masses.

The early decades of the 20th century
saw more experimentation with the idea
of the national flag. Many leaders of the
freedom movement believed that
Independence was around the corner and
that a national flag could stir emotions in
support of its attainment. Bhikaji Cama, a
prominent figure in the Independence
movement, unfurled a modified version
of the Calcutta Flag in Stuttgart in 1907,
thereby becoming the first Indian to hoist
the Indian flag on foreign soil.

A new version of the flag emerged
during Annie Besant’s Home Rule
movement. In 1917, she hoisted a flag with
nine horizontal stripes — five red and four
green — in Coimbatore. The effort was
supported by several nationalist leaders.

In 1916, Pingali Venkayya, a freedom
fighter, published his book A National
Flag for India, outlining his ideas for a
national emblem. Five years later,
Mahatma Gandhi asked him to design a
flag with the charkha, the spinning wheel
that had become a powerful symbol of
self-reliance. The tricolour as we
recognise it today emerged through these
iterations. During the Quit India
Movement in 1942, the flag was to be

hoisted by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.
However, his arrest by the British meant
that Aruna Asaf Ali performed the
honours in Bombay.

However, as musician and writer T.M.
Krishna notes in We the People of India:
Decoding a Nation’s Symbols (Context,
Westland), it was not until 2004, in Union
of India v. Naveen Jindal, that an Indian
citizen’s fundamental right to fly the
national flag was formally recognised.
However, there are detailed rules on how
the national flag should be displayed,
handled, and used, set out in the Flag
Code of India, 2002. Insults to the flag are
punishable under the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971,
which prohibits burning, trampling, or
improper display.

Explaining the power of a symbol,
while speaking at The Hindu Lit for Life,
Krishna said, “(When) you walk on the
street, see a temple and you do a
namaskaram, you respond to a symbol...
Just recently, I was seeing the flag out of
my hotel room in Hyderabad, and it was
gorgeously fluttering, and it did
something to me. Is it memory? Is it
indoctrination? So, you're responding at
an emotional level. The thing about
symbolism is it’s often an emotional
activity”

Debating the national song

While the flag has recently taken centre
stage, so has another national symbol, the
national song. Vande Mataram has been a

subject of debate in Parliament in recent
times.

Krishna writes about the difference
between the national anthem and the
national song. “Vande Mataram was a cry
for freedom against the tyranny of the
British in Bengal... Historian Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya dates the song to between
1872 and 1875... The first two stanzas were
penned during this period. The rest
seems to have been written later when
Bankim wrote his novel Anandmath...”

The debate over Vande Mataram
involved Rabindranath Tagore, who wrote
to Subhas Chandra Bose in 1937, saying,
“It is so evident that Bande Mataram is in
praise of Goddess Durga...no Muslim will
accept the ten-headed idol of goddess
Durga as a symbol of their country.”

This tension helped pave the way for
Jana Gana Mana, described by Krishna as
“a poetic mural that required meditation.”
He writes, “Long before the constitutional
acceptance, Subhas Chandra Bose had
named Jana Gana Mana the national
anthem....Once Jana Gana Mana was
designated as the national anthem, it
transformed into a multi-layered,
harmony-laden musical composition.”

In the light of these debates, Krishna
asks, “Should we treat Vande Mataram as
one song? An idea worth exploring.” His
open-ended conclusion gives a certain
immediacy in the light of the decision of
the Union government in February,
making it mandatory to sing the entire
song in official functions and schools.

R P AP Teltp ITANT, 37 3R BT DI Ab? ofid & grax A

o Lastweek, a Pune-based lawyer ¢ led a complaint against
cricketer Hardik Pandya for allegedly insulting the national
team during celebrations following India’s victory in the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup in Ahmedabad.

o Jue, Te Yol fud afia A frdher g1fds uisur &

foeme

S BT YA P & IRIT F Rrprad aof

HRs, Sl SgHCIETE o TSI g3 &0 fay $u & yRd &1
Sfid & S8 Iy & SR g3l

e According to the complaint, Pandya, who had the bag draped

around his body, engaged in objectionable acts in the stadium.
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e The episode has once again drawn attention to the rules governing the use of the national
age and to the history and symbolism embedded in it.
39 U1 A T SR R AP ae & IuaiT @ g st ofk sad [fgd sferr sk
WAI®aIg B 3R & SHHiNd foan 3

Evolution of the tricolour

o &1 faorw

e Recent books help us understand the story of the national age.
1A & G| Y WP e BT He T H T ad 2|

e In AFlag to Live and Die For — A Short History of India’s Tricolour (Aleph), diplomat
and columnist Navtej Sarna traces the evolution of the « ag across decades.
T AT ¢ forg TS 518 Wik — U 21 fvd) 3w Sfeurs grseer (3rdw) # IHRe 3R
HWHHR Tadel AT 7 G & [IHM $I g H Ud a1 71

e The national tricolour was not chosen on a whim.
gty foRAT Srae 8T g T |

e It evolved through several stages, dating back to 1907, when an early version was presented
to Surendranath Banerjee by Bhupendranath Dutt, the younger brother of Swami
Vivekananda.
g Fs IR0 I fIwRid gan, ! Y3id 1907 F 8t €, 9d T URMAG TU J¥s-A1d Fuit
DI YUSATY & GRT UG a1 71, S Wit faderig & sic Ui 31

e Called the Calcutta Flag, it was designed by Sachindra Prasad Bose and Sukumar Mitra.
Y HADT tao Bl 17 3R T T YiTe 97 3R GHAR ¥ 3 fEame fowan an

¢ “The design of the * ag was inspired by the  ag of the French Revolution. The « ag had
three horizontal stripes of red, yellow and green with eight half-open lotuses,” writes
Sarna.
AT ferad & b et 1 &z i shifa & et 3 ORa o1, e e, dem sk g1 1
o1 A afest arfar oIk anms Y ga wHd A

e Around the same time, Sister Nivedita, a disciple of Swami Vivekananda, conceived a ¢ ag
featuring the vajra (thunderbolt).
It T, Rive fFafean, o wandt faderi ot R o, 3 91 aren @« daR fean

e Sister Nivedita was a participant in the Swadeshi movement and the « ag used religious
and spiritual symbols to strike a chord with the masses.
Rrer Fafear el gt &t gyt off 3R 59 aw & utfife 3R st wdie! &1
JUTRT foram 71T T

e The early decades of the 20th century saw more experimentation with the idea of the
national ¢ ag.
209t Wt & BT GD! H AP Gl & R W SR TN g

e Many leaders of the freedom movement believed that Independence was around the
corner and that a national « ag could stir emotions in support of its attainment.
AT G P B3 AA13H T T U1 b e e g 3R T AP e 59 wHedA |
YIGATE ST R el 5|

e Bhikaji Cama, a prominent ¢ gure in the Independence movement, unfurled a modie ed
version of the Calcutta Flag in Stuttgart in 1907, thereby becoming the ¢ rst Indian to hoist
the Indian « ag on foreign soil.
WipTelt BT, S T sfigiad & ug@ g o, 7 1907 H TgeTe & dawwl @& $l
TRNTIT T B 3R 39 ISR fae=it Yfr =R URda tas wavm= arelt ugelt WRdtg o+ |

e A new version of the « ag emerged during Annie Besant’s Home Rule movement.
T dT & B =d SASiad & R @9l &1 Uh F971 Y JIH 3T |

e In 1917, she hoisted a « ag with nine horizontal stripes — « ve red and four green —in
Coimbatore.

1917 & I Braagx d Y &fae enfeat — uta e 3R IR g8 — aren @ BeRr|
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The e« ort was supported by several nationalist leaders.

S UG 1 B IPATG! AT b1 FHY e

In 1916, Pingali Venkayya, a freedom « ghter, published his book A National Flag for India,

outlining his ideas for a national emblem.

;5%16 7 fiirelt 9%, S U TaddT S 2, 3 31U TRad € AR W WIR Sf$ar Ui
I

Five years later, Mahatma Gandhi asked him to design a ¢ ag with the charkha, the spinning

wheel that had become a powerful symbol of self-reliance.

Urd 99 §1¢ HETHT e 3 I TRET aTell 991 S D1 61, off STeAf-RaT &1 Ui a9 gl

YTl

The tricolour as we recognise it today emerged through these iterations.

3T 5 fokAt &1 g1 UgaMd €, 98 34 uRadHi & A1eqd ¥ fasiyd gaml

During the Quit India Movement in 1942, the « ag was to be hoisted by Maulana Abul

Kalam Azad.

1942 ¥ YRd BIS! SATGIA & SR 91 &I HIATT e FATH SMTSTE GRT BTN ST T |

However, his arrest by the British meant that Aruna Asaf Ali p

gIeTifap, fofesl gRT 39! MRUART & BRI SFUM TG feft U

However, as musician and writer T.M. Krishna notes in We the People of India: Decoding a

Nation’s Symbols (Context, Westland), it was not until 2004, in Union of India v. Naveen

Jindal, that an Indian citizen’s fundamental right to * y the national « ag was formally

recognised.

gTdlifds, TidPR SR e &).TH. FWIM Ut Jad dt § diue 3w sfEan: fdfE o

AR Ryvated 7 gard § 7% 2004 W gfAae o gfean s 9diF figa ama & § yRrdig

AR & AP & B F Wi PR 1 fuaie U J 7 firefl|

However, there are detailed rules on how the national « ag should be displayed, handled, and

used, set out in the Flag Code of India, 2002.

BT, TF e Y ) TR, THIET SR SN T T, 9% g FYaH M T et
<ifRaT, 2002 % few M R

Insults to the « ag are punishable under the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act,
1971, which prohibits burning, trampling, or improper display.

&S] BT STAT AP T SHTAT iftrfram, 1971 & ded -1 8, Fores Srerrr,
Fie a1 Srgfera wedla ufasfia &1

Explaining the power of a symbol, while speaking at The Hindu Lit for Life, Krishna said,
“(When) you walk on the street, see a temple and you do a namaskaram, you respond
to a symbol...

Weﬁ"rﬁaﬁmﬁ@ g g fore Bk argw & $wn 3 &g, “od 37 9% IR Iad 8,
TR 3T § SR TR Bed €, a‘rmwm%uﬁmﬁrﬁm%@ﬁ%% ”

“Just recently, | was seeing the  ag out of my hotel room in Hyderabad, and it was
gorgeously [ uttering, and it did something to me. Is it memory? Is it indoctrination? So, you’re
responding at an emotional level. The thing about symbolism is it's often an emotional
activity.”

BT 61 B B §SETG § 30 Bled & HHR U @G S 8T AT, 98 Yavdl F AeT 8T AT iR 3T
T IR WUTG STl | T I8 Wil 82 o1 I8 IDHR 82 31T UIaTed TR IR ufafssar <d g1
Tclihale SRR TP UGS Taiare giar g 1”

Debating the national song

g i R T8w

While the « ag has recently taken centre stage, so has another national symbol, the national
song.

B1c1 51 H IgT & <l & 6T 5, 9o U 3 AP Uellep st Ma i s # @1 5

Vande Mataram has been a subject of debate in Parliament in recent times.

93 UTORY 1A & THY § WG H 989 1 [qwa @I 8|

Krishna writes about the die erence between the national anthem and the national song.

FWN A P M 3R g Ha & it 3R R e &1
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“Vande Mataram was a cry for freedom against the tyranny of the British in Bengal...”
“d¢ ATaRY Sa ¥ fafesr s & faere wdsda &1 qeR or...”

Historian Sabyasachi Bhattacharya dates the song to between 1872 and 1875.
gfaeeR TeaarE! Y 59 1fid 1 1872 | 1875 & o9 &1 A B

The « rst two stanzas were penned during this period, while the rest seems to have been
written later when Bankim wrote his novel Anandmath.

Ugd &l Ug 34 3fafY # ford 11, Safe U YFT 91 H §fhH gRT 3iHgHs forad 99a Siis |
The debate over Vande Mataram involved Rabindranath Tagore, who wrote to Subhas
Chandra Bose in 1937, saying, “It is so evident that Bande Mataram is in praise of
Goddess Durga...no Muslim will accept the ten-headed idol of goddess Durga as a
symbol of their country.”

9¢ HIGRH IR 969 H ¥d=A1Y &R 2iHd 9, fgiH 1937 & U 9% 919 &1 forar, “ag wg
8 o 48 aravy 3t gl ot [gfa 8. IS gaaa™ ¢dt gl 3t gfd &) v 31 &1 weltes 181
qﬁj‘"’l”

This tension helped pave the way for Jana Gana Mana, described by Krishna as “a poetic
mural that required meditation.”

T dF1G A O 9T 9 & e Ant uRRd foran, S $wn 3 “ue Sraares foe ot e $t /i
Hdl g7 Ja|

He writes, “Long before the constitutional acceptance, Subhas Chandra Bose had
named Jana Gana Mana the national anthem....Once Jana Gana Mana was designated
as the national anthem, it transformed into a multi-layered, harmony-laden musical
composition.”

3 forgd 8, “HauTfie AT=adT & 9gd Ugd GHTY 95 S99 A & 707 74 ST I T BT
1. TP IR T AP T4 Diva = faan 1, 98 ve agwadia ok anierwgel Sid e
CERIPII

In the light of these debates, Krishna asks, “Should we treat Vande Mataram as one song?
An idea worth exploring.”

3 9891 & Yo & $UN Usd §, T ¥ d¢ dravy &) T g it A fte? gg faar
Qo A g1”

His open-ended conclusion gives a certain immediacy in the light of the decision of the Union
government in February, making it mandatory to sing the entire song in oe cial
functions and schools.

Fw! sy BRad) A g PR & FHofg & T o weayel g 5iman 7, o arerst

PRI 3R wpal & ¥ Wia &) e srfvard far gl
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WsT 1 HIS 3id 8]
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No end to suffering
India must enlist more support against
Pakistan's bombing of Afghanistan
A s the U.S.-Israel war against Iran rages, In-

dia’s western frontiers have flared up, in-

tensified by recent clashes between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan forces on the Durand
Line. On Tuesday, Pakistani airstrikes tragically
killed at least 400 Afghans at a drug treatment
and rehabilitation centre. Pakistan, which has ac-
cused the Taliban administration of harbouring
the Tehreek e Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and sup-
porting its terror attacks on Pakistan, denied Af-
ghanistan’s accusations, claiming that its strikes
had only targeted “military installations”. Des-
pite the denial, it is clear from visuals that the
Omid Rehabilitation Facility in Kabul was des-
troyed. In an extremely strong statement, India
condemned what it called Pakistan’s “cowardly”
targeting of a hospital, rejecting its denial as a
cover-up for a “massacre”, and called for an in-
ternational inquiry. The Pakistan-Afghanistan
conflict, which has been simmering for over a
year, escalated in February when the Pakistan Air
Force struck Taliban bases in Kabul, Kandahar,
and Paktia in what it called Operation Ghazab Lil
Hagq (Righteous Fury). Tensions have also risen
after TTP attacks killed 11 soldiers and a child in
Bajaur and 32 people in an Islamabad mosque fol-
lowing a suicide bombing. Pakistan has also been
angered by closer India-Afghanistan ties and New
Delhi’s hosting of Taliban ministers, accusing the
Taliban of turning Afghanistan into an “Indian
colony” - a turnaround from its support in 2021,
for the Taliban’s rise to power in Kabul. Apart
from its continued tensions and hatred of India,
and now Afghanistan, Pakistan possibly benefits
from the global focus on the U.S.-Israel war with
Iran. The U.S’s actions here and its statement ex-
pressing support for Pakistan’s “right to defend
itself against Taliban attacks”, has also imbued
Pakistan’s generals with a sense of impunity to
strike targets in Afghanistan at will.

New Delhi could be permitted some sense of
‘payback’ as Islamabad’s fight against cross-bor-
der terrorism from Afghanistan mirrors India’s
problems with Pakistan. The constraints on Pa-
kistan’s military in a two-front situation with In-
dia and Afghanistan, compounded by a transna-
tional war on the third front, may also be the
source of some relief for India. With no dialogue
with Pakistan, and the limited dialogue with a Ta-
liban regime it deals with but does not formally
recognise, India’s diplomatic role in the conflict is
limited. However, it must enlist other SCO mem-
bers that have been concerned over the outbreak
of an “open war” between Pakistan and Afghan-
istan, to intervene. The region is already suffering
from trade, energy and travel restrictions as a re-
sult of the West Asia war, to risk more volatility
and loss of lives, particularly in Afghanistan,
where the vulnerable, especially women, have
suffered the most.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

19Mar. No end to suffering

WST ST P13 3fd 51

¢ India must enlist more support against Pakistan’s
bombing of Afghanistan

YR B BT UR UIfh I &1 THIRI & e e
A e 9y

e Asthe U.S.-Israel war against Iran rages, India’s western
frontiers have « ared up, intensie ed by recent clashes between
Pakistan and Afghanistan forces on the Durand Line.

SN SANBT-ITRISE BT X & (A6 g SIRI §, HRd &1 afgyt
e oft Y% 33t §, S uifhwar SR ST &t J-13ii &
¥ syis Y W Iud @ 3k §¢ TS B

e On Tuesday, Pakistani airstrikes tragically killed at least 400
Afghans at a drug treatment and rehabilitation centre.

TR ) U1 gaTs gHE! H Teb 1= SUTR 3R g $g o
HY I Y 400 ABITHI t Jog 55|

o Pakistan accused the Taliban administration of harbouring
Tehreek e Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and supporting terror attacks.
Tl = ATferaT YR WR dg<te-U-aTferaT uTfasdr &l TRl
S BT 3RIY TR

e Pakistan denied Afghanistan’s accusations, claiming strikes
targeted only military installations.
ETWF@ ARG ¥ ZTHR B gU Fel b g0 had A= fEPHl IR
I
¢ However, visuals showed destruction of the Omid
Rehabilitation Facility in Kabul.
?mmﬁwﬁmmhéﬁwﬁﬁg@
I
e India condemned Pakistan’s action as “cowardly” targeting
of a hospital.
HRA 4 38 SRUATd TR SRRHT gHaAT S|
e India rejected Pakistan’s denial as a cover-up for a
massacre and called for an international mqwry
%pa%sﬁmﬂ?gqﬁmmw SARTPIY W< 1 AT
I

e The conflict escalated in February when Pakistan Air Force
struck Taliban bases in Kabul, Kandahar and Paktia under

Operation Ghazab Lil Haqg.
TgY WRast § §¢1 51a UTfohx™ arga 3 $Igd, HUR 3R ufdear & god fHu|

e Tensions rose after TTP attacks killed 11 soldiers and a child in Bajaur and 32 people in

Islamabad mosque.

T19 I9 91 oid ATl gHa! & ISk § 11 Af e 3R ve T=1 9UT S¥AHTErg § 32 @R AR

tief

e Pakistan objected to closer India-Afghanistan ties and hosting of Taliban ministers by New

Delhi.

Ifehd™ 3 HRA- B "adl 3R diferar JaT &) Aeiamt UR Uiy Sidis |

e It accused Afghanistan of becoming an “Indian colony”.

I BRI Bl

YR SUFAR 51 &7 3R

SRR

e Pakistan had earlier supported the Taliban’s rise in 2021.
UTfdE™ A Ugdl 2021 | AT & T | 3= &1 q9d= fbar o7
e Pakistan may be benefiting from global focus on the U.S.-Israel war with Iran.

T & SARBT-3TRISd 3R T I I e & Yedh &1 ard i I g

e The U.S. supported Pakistan’s “right to defend itself”, giving it a sense of impunity.

3 U & SMTHRET & ARIPR o1 Ja fhar, e 39
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Implications for India

YRd & g yurg

India may see some ‘payback’ as Pakistan faces cross-border terrorism from Afghanistan.
YRJ U 3 8¢ & Ura=ny Ft fRufd & w0 3§ S8 qad g

Pakistan faces a two-front challenge with India and Afghanistan.

UIfHd &1 &Y /i TR gl &1 I ST IS T ]

A possible third front of transnational conflict adds pressure.

U@ TR SaRTgIa wid &1 gard i 3

India currently has no dialogue with Pakistan and limited engagement with the Taliban.
YR BT YIS | BIS HA1G 81 § AR dlfera ¥ R a<id &

India does not formally recognise the Taliban regime.

YR aTfraT= ma-T &) 3= dr=ger gl aar|

Thus, India’s diplomatic role remains limited.

ZIRIT YR Bl e YisT R 2|

India should involve SCO members concerned about an “open war”.

HYRA B! TIII3MT ¢=N FT WA FH31 AT

The region is already affected by trade, energy and travel restrictions due to West Asia
war.

Ig &7 U8 g SUTUIR, it 3R g ufaee 9 yuifad 8|

Further escalation may cause more instability and loss of lives.

3T Fg q AFRURET 3R SIFHTA BT JHHH §¢ ToHdl 5|

Afghanistan’s vulnerable population, especially women, has suffered the most.

B Pt HHGR SHETE!, WS AfRATE, T 31fde T 83 ]

GS Paper I11: Economy,
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Lok Sabha applies ‘guillotine’ to pass Demands for Grants of ¥53 lakh cr.
for various Ministries

ApauT A s warerdl & €53 RGBS & SIS DI HiT UTRd A &
e R ar &t

19Mar

The opportunity in Cameroon to rebalance the WTO

FUET T WTO B FAIgierd B &1 a9

19Mar

Cabinet okays ¥33,660-cr. BHAVYA plan for 100 industrial parks by ’32
FfeAe A 100 NeNfrw uren! & forw 33,660 HRNS B BHAVYA TISHT B

et &t

19Mar

CCl gets 1,719 crore to pay support price
cCl @ gud e YIaH & fore 21,719 #3ts e
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Lok Sabha applies ‘guillotine’ to pass Demands
for Grants of ¥53 lakh cr. for various Ministries

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha passed the
Demands for Grants of va-
rious Ministries for 2026-27
on Wednesday. The House
approved an expenditure
of over %53 lakh crore by
applying the guillotine,
passing the Demands for
Grants for various Minis-
tries without a discussion.
Earlier, it had discussed De-
mands for Grants for two
Ministries — Agriculture
and Railways.

Replying to the debate
on agriculture, Agriculture
Minister ~ Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said the Centre is
committed to transform so-
ciety and shaping the fu-
ture of the nation. He said
the Opposition presented
half-truths in the name of
farmers’ welfare but did
nothing to address the is-
sues of farmers when it was
in power.

He said during the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government, out of
140 major irrigation pro-

M A

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan speaks in the Lok Sabha
during the second part of the Budget session of Parliament. pTi

jects, 99 remained stalled.

“The [Narendra] Modi
government brought these
projects under the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yoja-
na and placed them on
priority, significantly accel-
erating their implementa-
tion. As a result, work is
moving rapidly to ensure ir-
rigation coverage for nearly
2.7 million hectares of addi-
tional agricultural land,” he
said.

Congress MP
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring sought

compensation for kin
of farmers who had

died during protests

Maintaining that the
new Pesticide and Seed
Bills will soon be imple-
mented, he said they were
aimed at guaranteeing

quality seeds, standard and
reliable fertilizers, as well
as safe and effective pesti-
cides for farmers.

He said Mr. Modi has
been consistently main-
taining that excessive use
of chemical fertilizers was
damaging soil health and
may threaten agricultural
productivity for future
generations.

Natural farming
He added that under the
Natural Farming Mission,
the government has decid-
ed to hold awareness out-
reach to one crore farmers,
training for 18 lakh farmers
and gradual expansion of
natural farming across 75
lakh hectares of land.

Earlier, initiating the de-
bate for the Agriculture Mi-
nistry, Congress MP Amrin-
der Singh Raja Warring said
750 farmers died in Punjab
during the agitation against
the now-repealed farm
laws and sought compensa-
tion for their families.

He said minimum sup-
port price (MSP) should be

a legal right and urged the
Centre to announce a
¥50,000 crore special
package for “distressed”
farmers of Punjab, whose
crops as well as farmland
were damaged in heavy
rains and floods.

Mr. Warring also sug-
gested a 35,000 incentive
per farmer to curb stubble
burning.

The Samajwadi Party’s
Naresh Chandra Uttam Pa-
tel opposed imports of soy-
bean, dairy products and
fodder, warning of harm to
farmers, and sought an in-
crease in Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana cover to
%10 lakh.

Trinamool Congress’s
Pratima Mondal criticised
the government’s handling
of farm distress and flagged
lack of accountability in
protest-related deaths. BJP
member Konda Vishwesh-
war Reddy called for high-
er MSP for pulses to benefit
Telangana farmers, while
crediting the government
for low inflation and im-
proved purchasing power.

19Mar. Lok Sabha applies ‘guillotine’ to pass Demands for Grants of ¥53 lakh
cr. for various Ministries

dteayT A fafis warerdl & 253 ARG BRI & S DI JiF UTRg H31 & e
e ang ot

e The Lok Sabha passed the Demands for Grants of various Ministries for 2026-27 on
Wednesday.

AHHHT A FYIR DI 2026-27 & 1T fafia TA1edl Bt g Bt |/ITT Uikd St

e The House approved an expenditure of over ¥53 lakh crore by applying the guillotine,
passing the Demands for Grants for various Ministries without a discussion.
Ha = Rretd oy b, faf¥er Hamerdl o o Srgar 1 AT fom1 == & uiikd Hd U 253
ARG BRI I 3P o 9T DI TR

e Earlier, it had discussed Demands for Grants for two Ministries — Agriculture and
Railways.
U5, 39 & HATeRl — Py 3R ¥ad & AT Srger™ &1 7i W 949f 1 R

¢ Replying to the debate on agriculture, Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said the
Centre is committed to transforming society and shaping the future of the nation.
HN R T69 ST a9 d gU, Py At Rrawre g @™ 3 Fe1 & Sz TA $) ggaq 3T
Y T 1S SR A & forg wfdes &1

e He said the Opposition presented half-truths in the name of farmers’ welfare but did nothing
to address the issues of farmers when it was in power.

3511 Bel fob fauer < fpaml @Y HelTg & =1 TR ST 99 Ugd o dfeT T A gR R
fpaml Bt gHRISH DI 8 B & [T p& g fopar|

e He said during the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government, out of 140 major
irrigation projects, 99 remained stalled.

311 HYT % WY WA TSEUH (UPA) TRSR F SR, 140 W@ Riag ufvarerrsit
T 99 Tt g8 Al

e “The [Narendra] Modi government brought these projects under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchai Yojana and placed them on priority, significantly accelerating their implementation.
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As a result, work is moving rapidly to ensure irrigation coverage for nearly 2.7 million
hectares of additional agricultural land,” he said.

“[FRE] 1 WHR A 37 uRkareref & gur vt $iY Riarsg aermr & ded ar 8k 3%
YA <, R 39 wrafag- § Ag@yuf dofl 31 | IRUTHRGEY, TRIHT 27 AT gaeaR
tfafvad HY Yffr & forg Riars savs AT H7 & forg S aoft 9 9d @718, 3614 el

Maintaining that the new Pesticide and Seed Bills will soon be implemented, he said they
were aimed at guaranteeing quality seeds, standard and reliable fertilizers, as well as
safe and effective pesticides for farmers.

TU BeARIP 3R e e sieg & a1 fory S, 98 H8d gU I el & 3BT Ie
Tt & fore uramTgf die, A iR WRINTE IdR®, SR WRIG T YUTd! BleAm=e
gFfa s gl

He said Mr. Modi has been consistently maintaining that excessive use of chemical
fertilizers was damaging soil health and may threaten agricultural productivity for future
generations.

351+ Bel fos ot AIE AR 98 A 33 & (o IARfe SdRd! &1 scftie IuanT
1 IHIM U 6T ¢ 3R Hfaw o1 difedt & forw $fy Saures &1 IR H s1d Jobdl |

Natural farming

UIHiad Wl

He added that under the Natural Farming Mission, the government has decided to hold
awareness outreach to one crore farmers, training for 18 lakh farmers and gradual
expansion of natural farming across 75 lakh hectares of land.

I8 el foh UTPpfae Gl FIRM & d8d, WHR A TH HAS [BAM] & (A4 TRl
R, 18 ara frar & fore wikremr &R 75 g FRWR Y & wipfas @dl & HHS
fawaR &1 fofa feran g1

Earlier, initiating the debate for the Agriculture Ministry, Congress MP Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring said 750 farmers died in Punjab during the agitation against the now-
repealed farm laws and sought compensation for their families.

UEd, PN AT F 10 989 $I Y31 HRd gU, PRI Fide 3M¥er Rig e arfer 3 war
%mwﬁwﬁmﬁ%@wa@m%aﬂqmﬁ 750 fraTT AR Y 3R
3 URAR| & forT gafrasir A |

He said minimum support price (MSP) should be a legal right and urged the Centre to
announce a ¥50,000 crore special package for “distressed” farmers of Punjab, whose
crops as well as farmland were damaged in heavy rains and floods.

I Fel o <gAaw TudT gea (MSP) Tdh ST SRGR g1 a1fey 3R &% § 38 fwan
% ueme & “fifSa i & forw 250,000 HRYs &1 faRiw A G favan S, fomast waa
3R farmland uﬁamshwmﬁ &ﬁW'g'scl

Mr. Warring also suggested a ¥5,000 incentive per farmer to curb stubble burning.

St TR 3 TRTER ST B Aeh S FIT TR T 25,000 e ¢ o1 gera off faa)

The Samajwadi Party’s Naresh Chandra Uttam Patel opposed imports of soybean, dairy
products and fodder, warning of harm to farmers, and sought an increase in Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana cover to ¥10 lakh.

HUT & A 9% W Ud 3 AT, ST IeUTG 3R IRT & AT o1 okl fovan, foramil
B! g A THIH DI AdTa1 & 3R T WA B ST DA B S TGIHR 210 ARG
PR B I o

Trinamool Congress’s Pratima Mondal criticised the government’s handling of farm
distress and flagged lack of accountability in protest-related deaths.

e S0 @1 ufowr ded 7 WEHR & $IY Ade Tae ST 31T Bt 3R yeri=-Tash
Tl d SaTaedt Hf Bl Bl SR (Tl

BJP member Konda Vishweshwar Reddy called for higher MSP for pulses to benefit
Telangana farmers, while crediting the government for low inflation and improved
purchasing power.

ot W FisT AR ¥ 3 gaeel & R Msp geM & 171 31 difes aerv= & foramt
DI AT I, 3R NHR $ U GETEpid 3R dgaR TRl Wfad & forg 9 feam
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The opportunity in Cameroon to rebalance the WTO

oday, trade is no longer just about

economics. It is increasingly used as a

geopolitical tool. Tariffs are imposed as
pressure tactics, and economic dependence is
sometimes used strategically. In this context, the
World Trade Organization (WTQ)'s Ministerial
Conference (MC14), to be held in Yaoundé,
Cameroon, Africa (March 26-29, 2026), comes at
an important moment. The real issue is not
whether the WTO needs reform, but whether it
can adapt fast enough to stay relevant in a world
moving toward more transactional and

power-based trade relations.

WTO in turmoil

The WTO is facing its biggest crisis since its
founding in 1995. Its dispute settlement system is
still effectively paralysed because the Appellate
Body appointments have been stalled for years.
This weakens trust in the system, since rules
matter only when they can be enforced. At the
same time, WTO negotiations have struggled to
keep pace with major shifts in global trade. Digital
commerce is growing rapidly and now forms a
large part of cross-border economic activity. Yet,
WTO rules have not evolved at the same pace.
Decision-making has also become slow and
difficult. With 166 members at very different
levels of development, consensus is hard to reach
and cumbersome. As a result, many negotiations
produce limited outcomes and long-pending

issues remain unresolved.
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Meanwhile, geapolitical tensions and the Bihar
growing use of tariffs as political tools have .
distorted markets. However, these problems The World
should not be mistaken for irrelevance. Most Trade

global trade still operates under WTO rules. If
enforceable multilateral rules weaken, global
trade would become unpredictable and unstable.
Smaller and poorer countries would suffer the
most, because they rely on common rules to
protect themselves from pressure by stronger

economies.

The WTO’s challenges are also part of a wider
shift in the global order. The Munich Security

Organization’s
Ministerial
Conference
must ensure
that trade is
governed by
rules rather
than coercion

Report 2026 describes this as a move toward
“wrecking-ball politics”, where countries prefer
disruption and short-term deals instead of
gradual institutional reform. In trade, this is
visible in the rise of unilateral tariffs, economic
coercion and bilateral deals that bypass
multilateral commitments. If this continues,
rule-based trade could be replaced by ad hoc
arrangements shaped mainly by power rather
than shared principles.

Global production has changed
Against this backdrop, the MC14 offers a chance
not just to fix technical problems but to also
restore balance between predictability and
fairness. The original balance of rights and
obligations in the WTO no longer reflects today’s
reality. Emerging economies now export
advanced and technology-intensive products,
climate-related trade measures are expanding,
and digital networks are reshaping how global
production works.

Rules designed for a late 20th century trading
system cannot fully govern a 21st century one.

Reform must start with restoring credibility to
enforcement. Without a functioning dispute

settlement system, commitments lose their value.

Members need to rebuild a binding, trusted
mechanism rather than relying mainly on
temporary alternatives that lack universal
acceptance. A robust dispute-resolution system
helps remove politics from conflicts and keeps
confidence in multilateral rules.

At the same time, predictability must go hand
in hand with fairness. Long-standing disputes
over agricultural subsidies, market distortions
and unequal openness need transparent
solutions. Many developing countries argue that
while WTO rules ensure the rule of law, they do
not always deliver the rule of justice. In other
words, rules may be legally correct but still
produce outcomes that feel unequal or
developmentally unfair.

Reform should, therefore, improve
transparency on subsidies, create credible

responses to distortive practices, and revisit
special and differential treatment so that it
remains meaningful in today’s economic
conditions.

Institutional adaptability is also important. The
WTO's structures were designed for a smaller and
less complex membership, which contributes to
today’s deadlock. Some countries are moving
ahead in smaller groups on issues such as
e-commerce, investment facilitation, and
services. These efforts can help progress, but
they must remain transparent, inclusive and
connected to the wider WTO framework.
Flexibility should help the system move forward,
not divide it. If such initiatives remain open to all
members and eventually become part of
common WTO rules, they can support reform
instead of fragmentation.

Ultimately, WTO reform is not only technical
but also normative. The Munich Security Report
warns that a world shaped mainly by
transactional deals would favour the powerful
and leave weaker countries vulnerable.

The choice is clear

The WTO’s value lies in preventing exactly this
outcome by ensuring that trade is governed by
rules rather than coercion. In an era of strategic
competition, rules do not weaken sovereignty;
they protect countries from economic
domination.

The choice before the MCI4 is crystal clear.
Members can undertake serious reform,
preserving the WTO’s stabilising core while
updating its rules, procedures and developmental
balance, or allow the system to drift further into
fragmentation. Achieving reform will require
political will and shared responsibility.

Rebalancing the WTO is ultimately about
securing a workable framework for cooperation
in a world where economic interdependence is
still unavoidable. If the MCl4 seizes this
opportunity, it can show that meaningful reform
remains the most credible path to sustaining
global trade governance.

19Mar. The opportunity in Cameroon to rebalance the WTO

TWTO

B [AAIId B BT TR

e Today, trade is no longer just about economics. It is increasingly used as a geopolitical

tool.

3T ATIR Hadt SrfAawT T HId g1 § dfewd T8 b WRISHITAP SUHRYT 9 T 5 |

e Taris are imposed as pressure tactics, and economic dependence is used strategically.

Y[eh P! GATd &b WY & TY & TR 91l § AR 3n1fes Rkar &1 yorfifas ua
|

e The WTO’s Ministerial Conference (MC14) will be held in Yaoundé, Cameroon (March 26-

29, 2026).

Iy IR WMo &1 AT IHad (@H14) &S, FHTA (26-29 HIH 2026) T AT

BRI

e The key issue is whether the WTO can adapt fast enough in a power-based trade world.

T U4 I8 ¢ fob o1 3y ATOR e aehl & Sr@ad $- addl |

WTO in turmoil
fay SR e Hee A

e The WTO faces its biggest crisis since 1995.
fa%y TR W16 1995 & F1¢ Y 93 Jahe o JHT a3 8T 7

e The dispute settlement system is paralysed due to stalled Appellate Body appointments.

faare fRruer yomedt srdie e ot fAgfamal & sH- A 3u gl

e This weakens trust in the system.

SO JOTTell R fayr sH giar 8|
e WTO negotiations have failed to keep pace with global trade changes.

fa%y STIR e+ F1 Idf afYe TR uftad= & 9y dIaad 78! 961 TS 6|
e Digital commerce is growing rapidly but rules have not evolved accordingly.

faforea samuR doft @ 93 81§ dfe Fom 9% SR 3w fyd 78 gu g
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e Decision-making is slow due to 166 members with diverse development levels.
fofg ufhar 166 Hewa &= & SR i &1 T B
e Consensus is die cult and cumbersome.
FaqHfd §9T BT R wifed g1 T g
e Many negotiations produce limited outcomes.
F3 Jrarstt & aRomd HHie 35d 8
e Geopolitical tensions and tarie s have distorted markets.
RIS a9 3R e - ITeIR] @1 fagpd fHar g
e Despite problems, most trade still follows WTO rules.
TSt % STag IS AR fay SR Wied & el & o uR gidT g
e Weakening rules will make trade unpredictable and unstable.
o0 FEeIR 811 ¥ IR AfAfAa iR SRR 81 e
e Smaller countries depend on rules for protection from stronger economies.
BIe 33 Hoge Srforawrat | gRem & foe ot w Rk €
e The Munich Security Report 2026 describes a shift to “wrecking-ball politics”.
g JReT KU 2026 38 fAARIERY IeFIfa 3 3R geama Fard g
e Countries prefer short-term deals and disruption over institutional reform.
T HRITT JYUR & TG HeTPIeIP THN 3R sqae= o1 Urufiiesar < g
e Trade shows rise of unilateral tarie s and economic coercion.
TR 7 ThaRpT Yoob 3R T gara 5¢ W12
o Bilateral deals are bypassing multilateral commitments.
feueha wmsid aguehta ufaasarst ot RfF-TR R T T

o Rule-based trade may be replaced by power-based arrangements.

e emenfiyd ATUR o1 ST wfed YT SaRIT & Il o

Global production has changed
Yy Ieure # uRad-T gan g

e Against this backdrop, the MC14 oe ers a chance not just to « x technical problems but to
also restore balance between predictability and fairness.

39 g8y ¥ uaelt14 Faa aa-ie! auwns &) e $3 31 8 T8l afcs gaigaaarn ok
frogerar & g Tga 98T 1 BT TER Y Hal 3

e The original balance of rights and obligations in the WTO no longer re(] ects today’s
reality.

?gw@mﬁmaﬁ?mﬁmqﬁﬁﬂﬁ?aﬁmaﬂmﬁﬁﬁqﬁm
|

¢ Emerging economies now export advanced and technology-intensive products, climate-
related trade measures are expanding, and digital networks are reshaping how global
production works.
JHRC SrfeaRTt o IAd SR Wenfirat anurfyd Ieure @1 forafa #dt € Saaryg wafta
IR IUTH 9 72 §, 3R F3Rred Acadh af¥® Saure & aftd &) sea e 2

¢ Rules designed for a late 20th century trading system cannot fully govern a 21st century
one.

20dY Tt & I Bt ATIR yorrett & fore s9TC M gy 214 Tt @ yomet @ Ol avE
forifya 78 w7 awa 71

o Reform must start with restoring credibility to enforcement.
JUR &1 YIHT yad- 1 fIya-adr 9g1d & A gt anigel

e Without a functioning dispute settlement system, commitments lose their value.
FHriRNd faareg e yorelt & o ufaasad sro=m gga@ @t 3t §1

¢ Members need to rebuild a binding, trusted mechanism rather than relying mainly on
temporary alternatives that lack universal acceptance.

Tl ! ard e Wefa & famr sl fieen = ik w89 & soia te arae ik
fayaeira sgaRiT &1 qAf-afor &Ar ghmi

e Arobust dispute-resolution system helps remove politics from cone icts and keeps
cone dence in multilateral rules.
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TP Hoigd faare THTe womel faare) § ey @Y geM # Heg wdl 8 ok agushy
o & fayry ame vt 21
At the same time, predictability must go hand in hand with fairness.
1Y g gaigaaar &t feagrar & a1y g gl
Long-standing disputes over agricultural subsidies, market distortions and unequal
openness need transparent solutions.

IS, IR fapfa 3R U AT | 93 @a 0y A 7a 31 IR fIarel &)
IR AU B Taxawa gl
Many developing countries argue that while WTO rules ensure the rule of law, they do not
always deliver the rule of justice.

F3 fAHTI=Nd <X d% od ¢ [ gTaife f3y STIR W6+ & a8 ST & 3ma- &1 A
Fd 8, 3 UM <A F 9 D1 JRAfa T wra

In other words, rules may be legally correct but still produce outcomes that feel unequal
or developmentally unfair.

T Tl W fFraw S w0 & 98 8 add 8 afe b ot 31 uluma @ e € 5t
A a1 faeTe Ft T &/ sr=amayquf 811

Reform should, therefore, improve transparency on subsidies, create credible responses
to distortive practices, and revisit special and die erential treatment so that it remains
meaningful in today’s economic conditions.

o UR D! Afrst # uregRiar qgr a1fey, fapa @ areht il & forg fagwta
wfafsear a9t =rfau, ik faRty ve fird suagR &t qa: Iwiten w3t arfee @rfe ag s
ot e ufkfRufoal & arde s <3|

Institutional adaptability is also important.

TR 3% e off Agayuf g1

The WTO’s structures were designed for a smaller and less complex membership, which
contributes to today’s deadlock.

Iy IR W16 Bt TIATE BT 3R HH wfed Fewgar & g a418 15 ff, s e &
TfaRIY &1 HRUT ST 81

Some countries are moving ahead in smaller groups on issues such as e-commerce,
investment facilitation, and services.

$3 oW §-orad, A gfaur ik Jarsi o) gel R S I9E! # M 9¢ 38 ¢
These e+ orts can help progress, but they must remain transparent, inclusive and
connected to the wider WTO framework.

3 T T Hag P A §, A 578 UGN, qHTash 3R e & @ 9 e
ElHY
Flexibility should help the system move forward, not divide it.

TATI YUelt &1 31 dg | Hag &Y, 39 faurfora T &3

If such initiatives remain open to all members and eventually become part of common WTO
rules, they can support reform instead of fragmentation.

gfe Ty i gl & frg et X8 SiR sidd: arer=y fay s e frawt #1 fewn
T 918, @t 3 FAUTSH & 99 YR &1 J0dT & 964 7
Ultimately, WTO reform is not only technical but also normative.

3fdd: fay IR WTe &1 YUR Had aab-ie! TEl afes are smuria ot g1

The Munich Security Report warns that a world shaped mainly by transactional deals
would favour the powerful and leave weaker countries vulnerable.

T TRem KU drat et € o e smenfya qugiial @ Semferd givar sifawmel =i
& & A gRT MR HUR =0 B SRIRféra Bt

The choice is clear

ERE A

The WTO’s value lies in preventing exactly this outcome by ensuring that trade is governed
by rules rather than coercion.

3% SATIR W6 HT A U TRUMH HI AP H § I8 YA FRop [ IR ga1d & T9
fraa g1 Tanferda gt
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19Mar. Cabinet okays ¥33,660-cr. BHAVYA plan for 100 industrial parks by ’32

dfeqe A 100 aﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ?uﬁ%mfm 660 PHANS P! BHAVYA ST BT Tofdt &t

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

In an era of strategic competition, rules do not weaken sovereignty; they protect
countries from economic domination.

urifae ufeaut & g & fHaw ardifrear @) sk 98 Fd afer 3= @1 snffe
YT A T & |

The choice before the MC14 is crystal clear.

T4 & 9A faed faepa @y B1

Members can undertake serious reform, preserving the WTO'’s stabilising core while
updating its rules, procedures and developmental balance, or allow the system to drift
further into fragmentation.

Hew TR GUR X TP d ¢, fay AR W17 & fRRAT 9a™ $31 a1t §0 7@ 9 919
@A U 39 frau, uferant ok fasrITeT® e &) 3rerd- &% T&d &, a1 JoIrel! &1
3 Sfrep AU &Y 3R oF @ F@a B

Achieving reform will require political will and shared responsibility.

JYR UT A & foIE Irer-ifae seoTifad iR sl 3TaRg® ghft|

Rebalancing the WTO is ultimately about securing a workable framework for cooperation
in aworld where economic interdependence is still unavoidable.

fa% TR e B 3ida: Tt
IR ¥ g weT onfifer ureuR el st off srufvert 21

If the MC14 seizes this opportunity, it can show that meaningful reform remains the
most credible path to sustaining global trade governance.

IS THRIT14 9 3ITHR BT IUUNT HdT ¢, f g8 e govar g & arde gur afyye R

g~ ¥ IgaiT & foe srifta e g s &

T $1 §1E T &1 99 fIya=ig anf a1 gsn 2|

Cabinet okays X33,660-cr. BHAVYA
plan for 100 industrial parks by "32

The HA <
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved the Bharat Audyo-
gik Vikas Yojna (BHAVYA),
with an allocation of
33,660 crore for the deve-
lopment of 100 ‘plug-and-
play’ industrial parks
across the country.

The aim was to create
100 “future ready” indus-
trial parks integrated with
the PM GatiShakti to make
use of the latter’s multi-
modal connectivity and
last-mile access.

“These parks will set
new benchmarks in indus-
trial infrastructure, ensur-
ing reliability, reducing in-

Manufacturing boost: KINFRA integrated industrial park in Kerala.
K. K. MUSTAFAH. (FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY)

efficiencies and enhancing
productivity across sec-
tors,” the government said.

As per Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade Secretary
Amardeep Singh Bhatia,

the scheme’s duration
would be for six years
starting 2026-27. The first
phase would see 50 parks
being set up.

The minimum land
need for the parks would

be 100 acre in most cases,
and 25 acre for industrial
parks in hilly or North East-
ern States. The maximum
size is 1,000 acre.

States, pvt. sector

While the Union govern-
ment will provide up to 1
crore per acre, the scheme
is meant to involve State
governments as well as the
private sector.

“At the heart of BHAVYA
lies a strong push for de-
regulation and ease of do-
ing business, with stream-
lined approvals, effective
single-window  systems,
and investor-friendly re-
forms led by States,” the
government said.

The Union Cabinet approved the Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojna (BHAVYA), with an
allocation of ¥33,660 crore for the development of 100 ‘plug-and-play’ industrial parks

across the country.
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Sl vfvsa 7 URA e faer AT (BHAVYA) BT HoRt &, forad qervR # 100
T-GS-W NN uret & fam & 1T 233,660 B &1 UGy fovar T g1

e The aim was to create 100 “future ready” industrial parks integrated with the PM
GatiShakti to make use of the latter's multimodal connectivity and last-mile access.

3BT 35T 100 “HfIwg P forg darR™ sitefire urest &1 T o3 8, 5 pMm nifawrfad &
1Y SST ST T 39! Hed IHIed dAfaefad! 3R sifaw Hia safeefadt o1 3ugi faar

ST |

e “These parks will set new benchmarks in industrial infrastructure, ensuring reliability,
reducing inefficiencies and enhancing productivity across sectors,” the government said.
WEHR A Fgl, U Ui '
ATl & HH B 3R AT &= & g dr Jga |

e As per Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade Secretary Amardeep
Singh Bhatia, the scheme’s duration would be for six years starting 2026-27.

I 3R Sfiafve s Had= faumT & afrg srrdiy Rig wifear & sruR, 50 aieH &1
3{afd 2026-27 A Y= §IHR BE a4 gt

e The first phase would see 50 parks being set up.
UG TN H 50 UTd R Y STa |

¢ The minimum land need for the parks would be 100 acre in most cases, and 25 acre for
industrial parks in hilly or North Eastern States.
SR T=T ATHEl T 39 91! & e gad Y 100 THS 8111, SIaid UgTS! a1 Yaiax Iedi &
TN Trehf & oY 25 THs YA FT SMa=adhdl it |

e The maximum size is 1,000 acre.

3B 3MHR 1,000 THS ST

e While the Union government will provide up to ¥1 crore per acre, the scheme is meant to
involve State governments as well as the private sector.

K]

AR T U AFS WU S, faga=iraar gigd $3,

F5 PR Uld THS T1 HRAS I I, 961 T8 Ao ey TARPRY 3R el &F ot

urterd) &) ot =fie @ & g o1 7S 1

o “Atthe heart of BHAVYA lies a strong push for deregulation and ease of doing business,
with streamlined approvals, effective single-window systems, and investor-friendly
reforms led by States,” the government said.

TWBR 7 BT, “BHAVYA F $g B FFara # e 3R g $31 § T &1 sgrar S 8,
ﬁﬂﬁw@éﬁaﬂqﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂaﬁ@ﬁwaﬁ?mmwﬁmﬁaﬁmw
YR AMHA G

CCI gets 1,719 crore
to pay support price

T!e !!1.\!11 !ureau

NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs has ap-
proved a funding of ¥
1,718.56 crore to the Cotton
Corporation of India (CCI)
to meet the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) needs for
the cotton season 2023-24.
The Government said the
move is aimed at providing
direct price support to cot-
ton farmers in India.

The Centre hoped this
intervention would stabil-
ise cotton prices, prevent
distress sales, and ensure
better returns to farmers.

The MSP per quintal of
medium staple cotton was
36,620 and 7,020 for long

Such interventions play a
crucial role in stabilising prices.

staple cotton, in the 2023-
24 season. During that sea-
son, with an estimated
114.47 lakh hectares under
cultivation and production
pegged at 325.22 lakh
bales, this accounted for
nearly 25% of global cotton
output, the release noted.

19Mar. CClI gets 1,719 crore to pay support
price

CCl &1 IudT gea Yira & i 21,719 Fs
fira

e The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has
approved a funding of 1,718.56 crore to the Cotton
Corporation of India (CCI) to meet the minimum support
price (MSP) needs for the cotton season 2023-24.

3 Pied BIRURIM AT
3f&aT (CCl) P #1,718.56 BRIS B GBS B Fed & @ aif
HURT o 2023-24 & U graq IudT T (MSP) St
SATALAH AT DI TRT T ST T |

e The Government said the move is aimed at providing
direct price support to cotton farmers in India.
WFHR A Hgl & Ig HaH HRd & HUN [BaH] I geaaf
T YA UM 1 & I3 U IS T ]|
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e The Centre hoped this intervention would stabilise cotton prices, prevent distress sales,
and ensure better returns to farmers.

&% B IWE § [ I8 AT HURT B! Bl B FRR ST, e | fapt o A5 ok
fehamT 1 AgAR ATH JATEd BT

e The MSP per quintal of medium staple cotton was %6,620 and ¥7,020 for long staple
cotton, in the 2023-24 season.

AHH LU HUTH & T MSP Ufd fibed £6,620 T 3R @id U HUNH & T 7,020,
2023-24 W1 H|

e During that season, with an estimated 114.47 lakh hectares under cultivation and production
pegged at 325.22 lakh bales, this accounted for nearly 25% of global cotton output, the
release noted.

3 o & SRM, TTHT 114.47 WRE eI &7 H Tl 3R 325.22 AR i IATGH P 1Y,
g AP U IdTS BT TTHIT 25% T, fICT & BT |

GS Paper Il1: S&T,

TOPICS COVERED ‘19 March 2026

19Mar | Amid LPG crisis, demand for rocket stoves surges among Kerala hotels

Tadtsll S & df4, T & gical | Idbe wTid B AT ael

19Mar | Large Hadron Collider discovers a new particle

AT 881 PIATSST + UP Y HUT HI WISl DI

Amid LPG crisis, demand for rocket

stoves surges among Kerala hotels

Aathira Haridas
KOCHI

With LPG cylinder supplies
running low due to the cri-
sis in West Asia, many
shopkeepers in Kerala are
turning to rocket stoves as
an alternative cooking
method. As demand rises,
some suppliers have
stopped accepting new or-
ders, while others, includ-
ing restaurant owners,
have begun making their
own stoves.

The rising demand for
rocket stoves is attributed
to their lower use of fire-
wood compared with regu-
lar wood stoves. “I placed
an order for two rocket
stoves earlier. With the cri-

19Mar. Amid LPG crisis, demand for rocket stoves surges among Kerala hotels

New alternative: Rocket stove
needs less firewood compared
to regular wood stoves.

sis looming large, the stove
is the only alternative,”
said Mohammed Razi P.Z.,
owner of a restaurant at
Vennala.

Mohammed Sharooq,
the all-India distributor of
a Chennai-based stove ma-
nufacturing company, said
he has stopped taking calls
amid rising demand. “Ev-
ery day, we get over 1,000
calls. Unfortunately, we are
unable to accept any new
orders as we want to fulfil
existing ones,” he said.

In the past four days,
the company has received
more than 2,000 orders,
including 450 from Kerala.
The price of the stoves va-
ries by company and mo-
del. At the firm, commer-
cial models are priced
between 17,500 and 3.5
lakh, while domestic units
range from 8,000 to
%17,500.

With most companies
freezing orders due to their
inability to manufacture
and deliver on time, some
restaurateurs have begun
making their own rocket
stoves. “When we went to
place an order, we were
told there was a waiting pe-
riod of over 40 days. So we
made three such stoves
and are using them,” said
Benny Nanatt, owner of an
eatery in Palarivattom.

Aiju Thomas, managing
partner of a firm in Pira-
vom that manufactures the
stoves, said: “If we earlier
sold about 40 stoves a
month, it is now 40 a day.”
The firm offers two var-
iants priced at around
%5,200 and %9,500.

TAUlSl ddhe & a9, YA & giedl | Ide WKid BT T It

e With LPG cylinder supplies running low due to the crisis in West Asia, many shopkeepers

in Kerala are turning to rocket stoves as an alternative cooking method.
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U8 TR & Ydhe & HRUT Tadlel Rds? B Smyfd o7 g1 & 1Y, Hd & 58 GHMFER
be W F1 3R T alternative F fadwed & w0 & 43 @ 5

As demand rises, some suppliers have stopped accepting new orders, while others, including
restaurant owners, have begun making their own stoves.

SRS AT 93 W81 8, $ TwIhd 7 U 3SR A s 3R e 8, Sefd 3, o Y ie
wifere off fld €, 3 oA W & W 991 YE IR AT Bl

The rising demand for rocket stoves is attributed to their lower use of firewood compared
with regular wood stoves.

Rhe T &1 Iad! HiT B I ATURT AHS! & T Id B T § HH U SYUNT & HRUT
AT ST G 5 |

“I placed an order for two rocket stoves earlier. With the crisis looming large, the stove is the
only alternative,” said Mohammed Razi P.Z., owner of a restaurant at Vennala.

“T= Ugd Y Ahe WId BT ATex T UT| Tabe Fgd 3, I8 Wid &) ThHH fawed §,” el
Tgwg Yot 4.9, 991 | U WReike & 1 A |

Mohammed Sharooq, the all-India distributor of a Chennai-based stove manufacturing
company, said he has stopped taking calls amid rising demand.

Yewc IRW, IS SATYUTRA XId A0 Hu-t & Sfid-sfean faae®, 3 Fel f& ded! 7l & o
I BId a1 G IR A g

“Every day, we get over 1,000 calls. Unfortunately, we are unable to accept any new orders
as we want to fulfill existing ones,” he said.

&R 3 88 1,000 ¥ 3HfYF BT M1 &1 gUITTE, B U TSR WHR Tt B Thd adifeh gH
HISal S WA §,” I514 Hall

In the past four days, the company has received more than 2,000 orders, including 450 from
Kerala.

fUed IR fa1 &, Hu= &Y 2,000 ¥ 31 TS A &, oFH ¥ 450 IR I
The price of the stoves varies by company and model.

W B PAT BT 3R Aisd & AR T gt ]l

At the firm, commercial models are priced between 17,500 and 3.5 lakh, while domestic
units range from 8,000 to ¥17,500.

&t o, pulRiad Aisd &1 $19d 217,500 § 3.5 ARG & &9 §, & O¥e Jf+e 28,000 ¥
217,500 % T B

With most companies freezing orders due to their inability to manufacture and deliver on time,
some restaurateurs have begun making their own rocket stoves.

3iferepter ufal ¥ T R fAafur ok faarur & srameldr & SR 3SR Wiw & 3T §, sufen
F3 ICINE AIfP! A U7 e & Adbe WG - & o AT |

“When we went to place an order, we were told there was a waiting period of over 40 days.
So we made three such stoves and are using them,” said Benny Nanatt, owner of an eatery
in Palarivattom.

“STel §H 3iTeR 3 Y, g & 71 fob 40 & | 3if¥res &1 Afdw Wifvas 21 sufew g9a A
U9 g 91T 3R SUTIT &R 3R §,” Bel A ATE, UrRiagH § Ueb et & Hiferep |

Aiju Thomas, managing partner of a firm in Piravom that manufactures the stoves, said: “If
we earlier sold about 40 stoves a month, it is now 40 a day.”

U] 4TA, FORTaH & 9 591 arell BT & Uaie HRfiaR = el “SAR Usd g9 HEH | T4
40 W9 9 3, 39 Tg 40 Wid ufafeT g1’

The firm offers two variants priced at around ¥5,200 and %9,500.
HU a1 INUe O BT 8, FOTPT BT TRIHT 5,200 3R 29,500 B
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Large Hadron
Collider
discovers a

new particle
SETT—

The Large Hadron Collider has discovered
a new particle, the 80* identified so far
by the world’s most powerful particle
smasher, Europe’s CERN physics
laboratory announced on Tuesday.

The new particle has been named
“Xi-cc-plus”. Scientists have expressed
hope that the particle — which is similar
to a proton but four times heavier — will
reveal more about the strange behaviour
of quantum mechanics.

All the matter around us, including the
protons and neutrons that make up the
nucleus of atoms, are made of baryons.
These common particles are composed of
three quarks, which are fundamental
building blocks of matter.

Quarks come in six “flavours™: up,
down, charm, strange, top and bottom.
Each has varying mass, electric charge
and quantum properties. In theory, there
could be many different types of baryons
that mix these flavours. However, most
are extremely difficult to observe.

To chase them down, the Large

The new particle has been named
“Xi-cc-plus” and scientists hope
that the particle — which is
similar to a proton but four
times heavier — will reveal more

about quantum mechanics

Hadron Collider sends particles whizzing
around an underground ring at
phenomenal speeds until they smash into
each other. This gives scientists a brief
chance to measure how the more stable
elements decay, then deduce the
properties of the original particle.

The newly discovered Xi-cc-plus
contains two “charm” quarks and one
“down” quark. Normal protons have two
“up” quarks and one “down” quark.
Because the new particle has two heavier
“charm” quarks instead of “up” ones, it is
much heavier.

Vincenzo Vagnoni, spokesman for the
Large Hadron Collider beauty (LHCb)
experiment, said it was “only the second
time a baryon with two heavy quarks has
been observed”. It is also “the first new
particle identified after the upgrades to
the LHCb detector that were completed in
2023,” he said in a statement.

“The result will help theorists test
models of quantum chromodynamics, the
theory of the strong force that binds
quarks into not only conventional
baryons and mesons but also more exotic
hadrons such as tetraquarks and
pentaquarks.”

In 2017, the LHCb experiment
announced that it had discovered a
similar particle, made of two “charmed”
quarks and one “up” quark. The new
particle differs only in having a “down”
quark in place of the “up” quark — a small
change that has profound consequences.

Due to complex quantum effects, the
new particle has a predicted lifetime up to
six times shorter than its counterpart,
making it far more tricky to spot, CERN
said.

The collaboration observed the new
baryon by analysing data from
proton-proton collisions recorded during
the third run of the LHC, achieving a
statistical significance of 7 sigma, well
above the 5 sigma threshold required to
claim a discovery. CERN Director-General
Mark Thomson called it “a fantastic
example of how LHCb’s unique
capabilities play a vital role in the success
of the LHC”

The Large Hadron Collider is a 27-km
long proton-smashing ring running 100
metres below France and Switzerland.
Famously, it proved the existence of the
Higgs boson — known colloquially as the
“God particle” - in 2012.

(With inputs from AFP)

19Mar. Large Hadron Collider
discovers a new particle

mﬁ%@qﬁm%ww

e The Large Hadron Collider
has discovered a new particle, the 80th
identified so far by the world’s most
powerful particle smasher, Europe’s
CERN physics laboratory announced
on Tuesday.

TSl 8811 PIATIS = U 741 HUI WISl
8, SN 31d I Wl 74T 8041 BT §, T8
YT TRIY 1 VS SR TAT=ITar 3
Cal

e The new particle has been
named “Xi-cc-plus”.

U AU HUT hT [MH “Xi-cc-plus” QT T

Bl

e Scientists have expressed
hope that the particle — which is similar
to a proton but four times heavier —
will reveal more about the strange
behaviour of quantum mechanics.

! o) IWE § for a8 HoT — o
el S @ A IR T U § —
PicH YifA®H! S HGER &I g o
Hag HT|

e All the matter around us,
including the protons and neutrons
that make up the nucleus of atoms, are
made of baryons.

BUR U 1 9RT YTy, forgs mier=
3R i e &, ST I T 2|

e These common particles are composed of three quarks, which are fundamental building

blocks of matter.

Y HU i BT Y T4 81 ©, S UGRY & 0d °Ueh g |
e Quarks come in six “flavours”: up, down, charm, strange, top and bottom.
HTch b B8 UBR 8 o 37, SIS, UM, W, 17 3R dfe |
e FEach has varying mass, electric charge and quantum properties.
7% SoTH, [ega AT SR B 0T SHe-3He B B
e Intheory, there could be many different types of baryons that mix these flavours.
RIgid %0 ¥ &% THR & SeiH 81 I&d ol 3 USRI B fHamd |
e However, most are extremely difficult to observe.
AfP SHfRBIY I 4T U1 §gd Hig aiell ol
e To chase them down, the Large Hadron Collider sends particles whizzing around an
underground ring at phenomenal speeds until they smash into each other.
3 T & foT ot 8814 PIeTgs? HUIl & YT far § At 1 I guTa 8 SR Tavman g
e This gives scientists a brief chance to measure how the more stable elements decay, then
deduce the properties of the original particle.

Y IFA®! B! HUI & fage & AT 3R Gof HUT & 07 A BT 3awR e ]

e The newly discovered Xi-cc-plus contains two “charm” quarks and one “down” quark.

T Xi-cc-plus H g1 °TH @1 3R Th ST8H BT 3|
e Normal protons have two “up” quarks and one “down” quark.

ITATA T & G1 319 ®Teh 3R Teh STSH &1 gidl g
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Because the new particle has two heavier “charm” quarks, it is much heavier.

3 T BTH g1 & HRUT T8 IS YR B

Vincenzo Vagnoni, spokesman for the LHCb experiment, said it was “only the second time
a baryon with two heavy quarks has been observed”.

faae arii=i A Fe1 o I8 gOs) AR € O &1 YR ST aTa sRisiT= o@T T B |

Itis also the first new particle identified after the 2023 upgrade of the detector.

T8 2023 & SAYA & TG UgAl 191 HUI 5|

The result will help test models of quantum chromodynamics, the theory of the strong
force.

g URUMH SicH HIATSTaATHRT 3R Aogd d & Rigid & offd J Aag S|

This force binds quarks into baryons, mesons, tetraquarks and pentaquarks.

I 9 1 DI AV, AT, égmaﬁvﬁamﬁmw%

In 2017, the LHCb experiment announced that it had discovered a similar particle, made of
two “charmed” quarks and one “up” quark.

2017 H TP U HU1 Wiell T T o H & a1 @1 3R Th 39 ST AT

The new patrticle die ers only in having a “down” quark in place of the “up” quark — a small
change that has profound consequences.

TI1 HU Had Y BT P S8 SIS PTP o1 I 3T § — Ig JIcl 9¢ard g9 YU STAdl g1
Due to complex quantum ee ects, the new particle has a predicted lifetime up to six times
shorter than its counterpart.

Sfed SicH guTal & HRUI IHHT ShaeTd B8 T FH B |

This makes it far more tricky to spot.

Y T UM Y B3 gl STl 5|

The collaboration observed the new baryon by analysing data from proton-proton collisions
during the third run of the LHC.

g IS ieT-WieiH eqmsl & scl I B 5 |

It achieved a 7 sigma statistical signie cance, above the 5 sigma threshold.

34 7 AT 31 IR UT fohar &t 5 Ry 3 31 gl

CERN Director-General Mark Thomson called it a “fantastic example”.
WFAIRTA F TEIRIP TP ATHAT - T FGR I&[6x0 Hal|

The Large Hadron Collider is a 27-km long ring located 100 metres below France and
Switzerland.

TSl 38T B3R U 27 fpandter @t fr 8 St 100 e R fRya g1

It proved the existence of the Higgs boson (“God particle”) in 2012.

4 2012 ¥ 37T S99 (SR PN & 3HRdd & Rig [
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India’s frogs find allies from citizen science to sanctuaries
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India’s frogs find allies from
citizen science to sanctuaries

India is home to over 450 amphibian species and roughly a quarter of them are categorised as ‘threatened” and one-fifth as ‘data deficient’; many

species are threatened by climate change and habitat loss, but conservation programmes are turning the tide, and citizens can now join the effort

Karthikeyan Vasudevan

orld Frog Day on March

20 celebrates the role of

frogs, the world’s most

numerous amphibians.
They live at the interface between
freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems, eat
insects and in turn get eaten by other
vertebrates, and are thus crucial in
converting insect biomass into vertebrate
biomass.

Losing them can mean a boom in
insects that prey on plants as well as a
depleted food base for many terrestrial
vertebrates, which in turn can irreparably
damage both freshwater and terrestrial
ecosystems. Unfortunately for the earth,
since the 1980s, frog and other amphibian
populations have been on the decline
worldwide. In 2023, the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)’s
Global Amphibian Assessment Report
said 37 species have become extinct and
continue to decline, making them the
most threatened vertebrate group.

‘The most prominent historical driver
of amphibian decline has been
chytridiomycosis, a fungal disease caused
by Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis and
Bactrachochytrium salamandrivorans in
frogs and salamanders, respectively. This
disease affects their skin — an organ that
protects them as well as allows respiration
and exchange of ions to maintain
electrolyte balance. In the last two
decades, more than 60% of amphibians
globally have been affected by it —
although intensive monitoring and
conservation efforts have reduced the
extinction risk of 63 species, halving the
impact.

Today, however, the most important
drivers of extinction are climate change
for 39% of species and habitat loss for
37%.

The Indian scene

India is home to more than 450
amphibian species, and roughly a quarter
of them are categorised as ‘threatened’
and one-fifth as ‘data deficient’. The
burden of B. dendrobatidis and B.
salamandrivorans fungi in India is
substantial but it has not caused mass
mortality the way it has for frogs in the
Americas and Australia.

B. dendrobatidis and B.
salamandrivorans both had their roots in
Asia and spread worldwide through the
trade on frog legs and salamanders as
pets. In 1987, after Humayun Abdul Ali
from Bombay Natural History Society
published a scientific report highlighting
their role in controlling agricultural pests,
this trade was banned. However, by then,
frog and salamander populations had
been significantly affected as B.
dendrobatidis had spread from Asia to
Europe, the Americas, and Australia.

The situation in India itself is rather
unique. Until 2015, scientists were unsure
of the status of B. dendrobatidis; a
diagnostic test emerged only in 2023.
That said, while scientists in the country
have not documented mass die-offs, they
also haven’t found the status of
amphibians to have improved in the last
two decades. Since they lack long-term
monitoring data for any species, it is
difficult to pinpoint the causes.

In fact, India hosts a significant share of
the world’s ‘data deficient’ amphibian

AMalabar gliding frog seen in Amboli, Maharashtra. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

species. And of the 157 threatened species
in India, only six are protected under the
Wildlife Protection Act 1972.

Climate change in India also presents a
serious challenge. One well-known
consequence is the mismatch between
seasons and the natural rhythms of plants
and animals. So a false cue of an early
monsoon followed by a prolonged dry
period can result in catastrophic breeding
outcomes. At the same time, thanks to the
lack of long-term datasets on surface
water availability and amphibian
populations in the region, scientists are
also unable to predict the effects of
climate change on them.

A time to care

The monsoons arrive at India’s shores
predictably every year and are
synonymous with the frogs’ chorus, when
the adult males call out for mates. The
females mate with several males and
deposit their eggs in the water. The
intensity of breeding frenzy wanes rapidly
thereafter, when some laggards and
first-time breeders might take a shot at
breeding. While not all adult amphibians
successfully breed every year, the
intensity enhances the population’s
chances of survival.

The breeding activity is focused on
producing many tadpoles, which then
engorge themselves on the luxuriant
growth of algae in water bodies and grow
quickly. They metamorphose into small
froglets and hop on the land. In this
phase, many lose out as they become

Climate change presents a serious
challenge and a well-known
consequence is the mismatch
between seasons and the natural
rhythms of plants and animals. A
false cue of an early monsoon
followed by a prolonged dry
period can result in catastrophic
breeding outcomes

prey to animals. Because of their short
lifespan, the timing of their complex
breeding behaviours with rain, and the
availability of surface water in streams
and puddles, is critical.

Other important conservation efforts
include the creation of the salamander
sanctuary in Jorepokhri in West Bengal in
1985 (although it does not support a
breeding population at present), the
University Grants Commission banning
the dissection of frogs for educational
purposes in 2011; and the ongoing
conservation breeding programme for
Himalayan salamanders at the Padmaja
Naidu Zoo in Darjeeling.

Avenues to participate

There have also been more success stories
of late. These include the Mapping
Malabar Tree Toad Project, a citizen
science project, coordinated by K.V.
Gururaja in the Western Ghats; the
Amphibian Recovery Project by S.
Harikrishnan of the Wildlife Trust of India
in Munnar, Kerala, with the Kanan Devan

Hills Plantations Company Pvt. Ltd.; and
the Himalayan Salamander Conservation
Project led by Barkha Subba, in which she
has involved the locals in protecting
habitats. The CSIR-Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (where the authors are
employed) has also been running a
long-term programme to monitor stream
frogs, in collaboration with the
Maharashtra State Forest Department in
Tillari Conservation Reserve.

The Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoo and
the Nehru Zoological Park in Hyderabad
also prominently display amphibians in
their collection of animals and spread
awareness to visitors. There is also a
growing number of young professionals
impl ing conservation p

For a nation that embodies its
conservation values in its Constitution,
citizens have many avenues to participate:
for instance, one can take a few minutes
of their time to record their calls or take
photographs of both healthy and sick
frogs following ethical guidelines and
share them on citizen science portals like
iNaturalist.

Such efforts will help us move beyond
a few charismatic species such as tigers
and pandas.

The monsoon will arrive in a few
months and we should play our role in
amphibian conservation.

(Karthikeyan Vasudevan is a Chief
Scientist at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology, Hyderabad. He is a
herpetologist who works on amphibian
disease ecology. karthik.ccmb@csir.res.in)

19Mar. India’s frogs find allies from citizen science to sanctuaries
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World Frog Day

fay dew feaw

e World Frog Day on March 20 celebrates the role of frogs, the world’s most numerous
amphibians.

20 AT o 73y Ao feaw T=m Sran 8, St Hed! &t YfiiesT &l axiar g
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e They live at the interface between freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems.
3 S Uit 3R wyelty uififRufas ot & da &d §

e They eat insects and are eaten by other vertebrates, converting insect biomass into
vertebrate biomass.

ﬁaﬁsﬁ?@ﬁ%aﬁvmmﬁmwaﬁ?m@raﬂzaﬂmmﬁw&mﬁ
deadT g

e Losing frogs can lead to an increase in plant-damaging insects and reduced food for
vertebrates.
Hedl & TH §H U BHE! Bl JHAM UgTTH aTd PIc 9¢ TPd ¢ 3R 37 Sl & g UieH
e qHdl g

e This can damage both freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems irreparably.
T WS Tl ok ety wiivfRufas o= @) srqrofta aifa &) godi 21

e Since the 1980s, frog and amphibian populations have been declining globally.
1980 & GRIF I Hed! 3R IUTUR! B WA UC a1 ¢

e |n 2023, the IUCN Global Amphibian Assessment reported 37 species extinct.
2023 T lUCN F¥ué 7 37 yemfeal & fage 21 @1 o1d &l

e Amphibians are now the most threatened vertebrate group.
JHTR 316 T HfUP HH eI FASP! THE ¢ |

Causes of decline
& HRUT

e The major historical cause is chytridiomycosis, a fungal disease.
T HRUT chytridiomycosis TS BT AT &
e ltis caused by Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis and Batrachochytrium
salamandrivorans.
gg Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis 3R Bactrachochytrium salamandrivorans ﬁ@?ﬂ%l
e The disease affects the skin, which is important for protection and respiration.
g SR = B THIfAd Rl &, S R&T 3R 49 & e ot g |
¢ Inthe last two decades, more than 60% of amphibians have been affected globally.
U3a 3 ! A 60% A RIS IUTR UMIAd gU B |
e Conservation efforts have reduced extinction risk for 63 species.
TREUT T 63 USATIA T TR HH g3l g
e Today, major drivers are climate change (39%) and habitat loss (37%).

3T T HRUT JeTary URae= (39%) 3R ATard 81 (37%) B

The Indian scene

¢ India has more than 450 amphibian species.
YRd T 450 A 3T SUTER elTferdi ¢l
e About 25% are threatened and 20% are data deficient.
TRTHT 25% AHEIRA 3R 20% P URT gaie SeT -1l B
e The fungal disease burden is high but has not caused mass mortality like in Americas and
Australia.
T INT BT YT § Al 98 FATH W Jog T8l 83 o
e These fungi originated in Asia and spread globally through trade.
Y BT TR A IUF IR AR & SRT |
e Trade in frog legs and salamanders helped spread the disease worldwide.
Hed! 3R FAMHSX & AR ¥ I8 HRT el |
e In 1987, a report by Humayun Abdul Ali led to a ban on this trade.
1987 H Humayun Abdul Ali &1 RNUIE & 918 39 AUR R faeey Tl
e However, by then the disease had spread to Europe, Americas, and Australia.

9 % I8 SR gRIY, AR 3R siieeferar as tha gat ot
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¢ InIndia, the status of the fungus was unclear until 2015, and a test came in 2023.
YRd T SHHT Tdl 2015 TP T a1 AT 3R g 2023 H 4T g5 |

o No mass die-offs have been recorded, but populations have not improved in two decades.
BIS IS g TeI fot, AfepeT &) g=rapt B G o 1t g

e Lack of long-term monitoring data makes it difficult to identify exact causes.
Erdw1I® Sl Bt HH Y HRUN BT UdT T HioA g

e India hosts a significant share of the world’s ‘data deficient’ amphibian species.
HRA H g1 & <SeT uafer SUTER USiTfadl &1 ST 3w ur SifdT g |

e Outof 157 threatened species, only 6 are protected under the Wildlife Protection Act
1972.
157 AheIRd YoITfadl & & Had 6 BT Wildlife Protection Act 1972 & dgd IR&UI el g

¢ Climate change creates mismatch between seasons and biological rhythms of species.
STAARg Uiad= Wy 3R S Tl o SRige U1 Hra1 gl

o Afalse early monsoon followed by dry periods can cause catastrophic breeding failure.

A T IR ST HFRE 3R 39D S16 Y@ Ui Bt JHH Ugdrdl ol

e Lack of long-term datasets on water availability and amphibians limits prediction.
Erdw1fere Se1 ot Ft & FRU yfasgarht HA1 HfeA 71

e Scientists cannot accurately assess climate change impacts on amphibians.

A Srerarg uf¥aed= & HTEl &7 gt 3Mba af &R U138 g

A time to care
HIEUT hT HHY

e The monsoon season is linked with frogs’ breeding calls.
UTREA g § Hed! B HTA UoT- &1 Yobd aal ¢ |
e Male frogs call for mates, and females mate with multiple males.
R Ao 2 &) gANd § 3R AT $8 AR & A1 USi=9 Bl |
e [Eggs are deposited in water bodies.
3 oI i § fau & &
e Breeding intensity declines after peak, with some late breeders participating.
TSI 1 CiiIal 916 H g § SR $© et & Yol B+ ardl =M gid ol
e Not all adults breed every year, but high intensity improves survival chances.
&R ¥ it g T8t R, qfe it g shifad I8 & FHTaAT Ierdl 8|
e Life cycle and survival challenges
Sita =k 3R gAfaar
e Breeding focuses on producing many tadpoles.
ol &1 3e=T 3Hfd T8UTA Ul 31 8l o
e Tadpoles feed on algae and grow rapidly.
AT WHR doil I TG 61
e They transform into froglets and move to land.
3 B el B Feadh YfH W 3 7|
e Many are lost as they become prey during this stage.
9 WU H F3 RIGR 99 914 § |
e Due to short lifespan, timing of breeding with rain and water availability is crucial.
HY SHasTd & HROT ITRT 3R U Bt SUSTEAT & H1Y Yo+ BT UG 3d Hgaqyf g
e The creation of the salamander sanctuary in Jorepokhri (West Bengal) in 1985 was an
early effort.
1985 W Uf3® STd & Jorepokhri H AATHST AYARUY 1T 7T T |
e However, it does not support a breeding population at present.
BTl adHM & I8 Ui TGSt &1 J9Yd g1 Har|
e The University Grants Commission (UGC) banned frog dissection in 2011 for education.
University Grants Commission (UGC) 92011 ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ@i‘lﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂ‘ﬂl
e There is an ongoing conservation breeding programme for Himalayan salamanders at
Padmaja Naidu Zoo, Darjeeling.

Padmaja Naidu Zoo, Darjeeling ﬁ%mﬁﬁaﬁa%wmuwmaaw%
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Avenues to participate
HTfiel & Srawr
e Recent success stories include the Mapping Malabar Tree Toad Project in the Western
Ghats.

BT & g% adl H Mapping Malabar Tree Toad Project (Western Ghats) ﬂﬁa%l

e Thisis acitizen science project coordinated by K.V. Gururaja.
I8 Ue Fafesr 9rsd Msiae 3 O K.V, Gururaja IaTferd &3d |

e The Amphibian Recovery Project in Munnar (Kerala) is led by S. Harikrishnan.
Munnar (Kerala) | Amphibian Recovery Project Wﬁﬂc‘d S. Harikrishnan EBTQ%%I

e |tis supported by Wildlife Trust of India and Kanan Devan Hills Plantations Company
Pvt. Ltd.
“Cl's’Wil%life Trust of India 31 Kanan Devan Hills Plantations Company Pvt. Ltd. gRT

I

e The Himalayan Salamander Conservation Project is led by Barkha Subba with local
participation.
Himalayan Salamander Conservation Project &I ﬁ?j’c_c[ Barkha Subba @l g |

e The CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology runs a long-term monitoring
programme for stream frogs.
CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology @nﬁmaﬁﬁmﬁ’rm%

e This is in collaboration with the Maharashtra State Forest Department at Tillari
Conservation Reserve.
g Maharashtra State Forest Department & 1Y Tillari Conservation Reserve ¥ far 1
R

e The Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoo and Nehru Zoological Park (Hyderabad) display
amphibians and spread awareness.
gadmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoo 3R Nehru Zoological Park (Hyderabad) SReahdl hard

I

e There is a growing number of young professionals involved in conservation programmes.

TR&U SrichHl § gaT IReR) #) TE@I 9¢ W 2
e India’s Constitution reflects strong conservation values.
R &1 WA TET Gedi &1 g=1ial g |
e Citizens can record frog calls or take photographs and share them on platforms like

iNaturalist.
IATRE Hed! @1 ATaTe RBIS HR b g T Hicl A iNaturalist TR T HR J&d gl
e These activities must follow ethical guidelines.
= & Afae fa=n-FHd=n &1 ured S g
e Such efforts help shift focus beyond charismatic species like tigers and pandas.
THY &I TSR MR isT 9 Ui Sftal ¥ St gg|
e With the monsoon approaching, there is a need to actively support amphibian
conservation.

YA & T & WY FUTER TGO | ARG 1 Sl 9|
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